Journal  Assignment

Sunderman/1A

In-Class:  At the beginning of most class periods, you will be given 5-10 minutes (depending on our schedule for the day) to write on a specific journal prompt.  These journal prompts might ask you to record your thoughts on class readings, explore topics and ideas for your writing assignments, or reflect on your writing process.  You will be expected to write one to three full paragraphs for each prompt, depending on the time allotted.  

Out-of-Class:  You will also write one out-of-class journal entry each week.  Although there is no specific prompt for out-of-class entries, they must be pertinent to class discussion or activities.  You may continue writing on a prompt given in class, explore new ideas about your reading or writing assignments, or reflect on your writing process.  Because there is no time limit for these journal entries, you are expected to write at least one page of text.  

You must date each entry and label each one either “in-class” or “out-of-class.”  Twice during the semester, you will hand in your journals for me to review.  I am not concerned about structure or correctness in these journals.  If you complete each entry and stay on topic, you will receive full credit.  You will not receive credit for any entries that are missing (so be sure not to lose any), not pertinent to class, or that are clearly too short.  

Journals are collected twice during the semester.
IN-CLASS JOURNAL PROMPTS (Given to students during the first 8 weeks of the  Spring 2005 semester.  With these, they would turn in their first 8 out-of-class journals.)

1. What is the purpose of reading in a writing class?
2. What are “women’s magazines” and “men’s magazines?”  List examples of each, and explain what characteristics they share.

3. What influences do you believe affect gender roles?
4. What is prewriting and why do it?  Can you think of a time when you’ve engaged in prewriting?  Was it beneficial?

5. Discuss Essay #1 in your own words.  What is the assignment asking you to do?  What is expected of you?  Is there anything you don’t understand?

6. Reflect on the Revision Workshop of Essay #1.  How will you use your peers’ feedback to revise your essay?  Is there any feedback you are choosing to ignore?  Why?  What did you learn by reading and responding to other students’ essays?

7. Who is Toni Morrison’s audience and what is her purpose for writing “Recitatif?”

8. When you are asked to identify your ethnicity on government forms, what do you write?  How do you feel about that term?  Do you feel any conflicts or contradictions?  Would you rather be identified some other way?
9. Respond to my feedback (marginal and end) on your second draft.    What kind of issues did I focus on in your paper? Do you agree or disagree with my assessment?  Is there anything you don’t understand?   If you were to revise this essay for the portfolio, what would you do?
10. Describe a memorable ad or ad campaign.  Explain why it is so memorable
