Response Paper on Maxine Hong Kingston's "No Name Woman"

The following informal writing assignment is based on a reading of Maxine Hong Kingston's "No Name Woman." Kingston's piece can be found in her book, The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood among Ghosts, Vintage, 1976. I use it as a warm-up exercise for a formal writing assignment that has students writing their own short memoir about K-12 experiences.


“No Name Woman” by Maxine Hong Kingston is a powerful memoir about Kingston’s Chinese heritage and her reflection as a Chinese-American on the stories she heard growing up. In the first few weeks of the semester, we will focus on narrative, storytelling, descriptive writing, and autobiography or memoir. Reading and writing about “No Name Woman” is an exercise to get you thinking about what constitutes good storytelling and what is possible with the stylistic form of the memoir or autobiography.


Choose one or two of the following questions and write a one-to-two page typed, double-spaced response paper. The idea is to take only a key idea or two and elaborate or develop your answer, citing passages from the text to make your points. Don’t try to answer everything. 


What makes “No Name Woman” such a compelling story? Is it the content alone? Or is it the way Kingston tells her story? How does she use detail in the story? How does she use description? Who do you think her audience is and what do you think she is trying to interpret for that audience? While Kingston is relaying stories she heard growing up, how does she impose her own ideas on the stories she presents? Provide some examples and explain. How is it that Kingston is a person caught between two worlds or two cultures? Explain this by using examples from the text. 


A response paper is graded on a credit/no-credit basis, so feel free to boldly state your ideas and take risks. No right or wrong answers to this assignment exist, but what I am looking for is your full engagement with the text and your fully-thought-out ideas on only one or two of the questions above. Good luck on your first writing assignment in English 1A!

