The Pre-Writing Compost Pile File



Instructor: Michael Pulley
Throughout the semester, you will reserve one part of your portfolio for what I like to call the Pre-Writing Compost Pile File. This file will include any pre-writing you do when you are working on the essays or assignments for this course. Again, the Pre-Writing Compost Pile is similar to the math student showing their work on a math problem. I like to call it a compost pile because you can include virtually any kind of note-taking or journal-writing as entries in this collection, as long as the material is related to one of your essays or class assignments. An entry could be a rambling free-write about the problems you are having in this course or on a particular assignment. Another entry could be just a page-long brainstorming list of ideas for one of the major essays you are working on. Notes about one of the class readings could suffice as yet another entry. Note: To get an “A” on the Pre-Writing Compost Pile File, it must include at least two substantial entries of one page or longer per week during the term of the course, or approximately 30 entries total. Each entry should be dated, and all entries should be arranged chronologically in one section of your final portfolio.
