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What Do You Read Outside of Class?
Your task: You have the opportunity to influence the literary tradition of our classroom by bringing in at least one reading sample to share with the class.  Your reading sample should be an example of a piece of writing you enjoy reading: a poem or short story, a magazine or journal article, something you wrote or a friend wrote, something written in another language in which you are fluent and that you can translate for the class, a cartoon, song lyrics, an excerpt from a book, a letter, etc.  This is an easy, fun assignment meant to help us explore different genres of writing as a class, and begin to define “what writing is” for ourselves.  It is also a great way for us to become acquainted with the styles of writing we each enjoy.
Important note: Samples should be appropriate for our class setting – there should appear in your reading sample nothing that exhibits sexual, racial, homophobic, or cultural language that could be perceived as derogatory.  I retain the right to exclude from our discussion anything I believe to be unfit for our classroom setting.  (We will discuss this further in class.)
Presentation criteria: We will discuss your reading sample as a class and you will include it in your Writer’s Anthology.  Please come to class prepared to tell us why you enjoy reading the selection you chose and why you decided to share it with us.  You will be expected to talk about your sample for 2-3 minutes; you may prepare notes to share with the class or speak informally, depending on what makes you most comfortable.
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