Pepper/English 1A

Response Paper#10 (The Last One)
Show and Tell Presentations

absurd: 1.utterly or obviously senseless, illogical, irrational, silly, or untrue, contrary to all reason or common sense; laughably foolish  2.  the quality or condition of existing in a meaningless and irrational world

. . .  in other words, much of the popular culture that we live in

This response is a celebration and analysis of pop culture absurdity.  Your task is to bring to class one piece of our pop culture that seems to fall under the category of the above definition.  By “piece” I mean a tangible item that can be almost anything.  The item can be a product packaging, a children’s toy, a book, an electronic device, a pamphlet, an article of clothing, frankly, it can be almost anything as long as it’s absurd.  Remember, a good rule of thumb for absurdity is the first sight impression.  If we don’t laugh, raise our eyebrows, or generally go “uhhhhh what?” when we see it, it might not be absurd.

Of course just the appearance of this object will not be enough.  You will be giving an approximately five minute presentation to the class where you report the results of your fully analyzing the object.  You should briefly explain what the item is, how it came into your possession, what makes it funny, absurd, or seemingly meaningless, and then (this is key) tell us in a larger sense what this item’s very existence says about the pop culture world we live in.  A good way to look at this assignment is to think of a reverse time capsule.  If this item were sent back in time two hundred years ago, what would those people think about us in the year 2004?  Remember, simplistic answers like: “they would think we were weird” aren’t going to cut it.  In a grander sense, what can this item—no matter how absurd it is—tell us about the world we live in today.
No formal write-up is required, although you may want to jot some notes down on index cards if you are uncomfortable giving class presentations.  Class presentations will be a reality of your college experience, so why not start getting comfortable with them now in a pretty mellow, low pressure environment?

