Pepper/ English 1A

Response Paper #3

This week we’ve begun to discuss the concept of audience.  We have seen how taking into account whom the audience are and what they expect will dictate certain choices we make while writing.  This response paper is designed for you to practice making those language and content decisions with a hypothetical situation and two very different audiences.

Here’s the situation:  You are a freshman in college (familiar so far), but since CSUS is pretty much a commuter college, pretend that you have moved away to a college far from home.  Since you’re a poor college student, you have quickly realized that the phone is expensive and letter writing will be your main form of communication with your home town.


Your assignment is to write two letters home.  The first letter should be to your best friend.  The second letter should be to your parents or guardians.  In roughly a page for each letter, you should describe what college has been like so far.


The ideal fulfillment of this assignment will discuss the same things or incidents in each letter, but you should describe things differently, use different language, and put a different spin on things considering whom the letter is written to.  For example, you might tell your friend about the beer bong that your science major roommate created and how sick you were the next morning.  The same incident in the parents’ letter might say that your roommate is helping you with your science units by explaining the concepts of gravity and fermentation

.


Obviously, this assignment is partly creative.  Don’t feel bound by what your freshman year in college has really been like.  Make things up, use your imagination, make your letters interesting and fun.  Consider slang you might use with your friend but not your parents, tone of voice, word usage, and any other factors.  Although you’ll be making things up, the more you also pretend that the intended letter receiver in mind would actually get this letter, the better you will probably perform at making the differences stand out.


This response paper should be 2-4 pages and should be typed.
