Pepper/ English 1A

Response Paper #4
Putting Classroom Discussion into Practice


Your task for this response paper is to first read Steven Stark’s essay “Where the Boys Are” starting on page 198 of your reader.  Then you are to write a 2-3 page, informal response paper to see how well (or how poorly) it lays out the various essay writing suggestions that I have been giving you in class.  Look to your class notes in order to write the most effective analysis of this essay’s structure and techniques.

Try to consider most, if not all, of the following:

1.  The way in which Stark attempts to balance the need to make his point and make the audience

     comfortable.

2.  Can you find evidence of writer-based-prose?  (remember, not knowing the meaning of some

     of his words is not writer-based-prose.  That’s why dictionaries exist).

3.  What techniques does Stark use in his introduction?  Are they like the ones we discussed in

     class?

4.  What techniques does Stark use in his conclusion?  Are they like the ones we discussed in

     class?

5.  What methods of idea organization does Stark employ to get his ideas out in a logical and

     effective manner?  Or does he fail, and the essay seems to have no structure?

6.  Do you see evidence of this generalization-to specifics-to analysis pattern that I have

     suggested?

7.  Does Stark use transitions effectively or at all? 

