Response #5

For this response paper you will be analyzing your favorite genre of music.  If you are a well rounded person you probably don’t listen solely to one style of music, but for the purposes of this assignment you need to pick the one you feel most knowledgeable about.  The possibilities are endless—punk (if you’ve paid attention you know I’ll expect to see if you mean classic punk or current), country, blues, classical, folk, soul, hip hop, metal, 80’s new wave, 90’s alternative, ska, emo (please someone do emo so I can understand what the hell it is), funk, pop, polka, or any other musical genre that is currently tickling your fancy.  If you don’t listen to music—I suppose this is technically possible—pick something and merely speculate.

Your task is to analyze the musical genre based on what you feel are its common conventions.  Try to answer all of the following questions:
Who are some of the representative bands or artists in this genre?

What kind of themes are often explored in the lyrical content of this genre?

Does there seem to be a common “look” amongst these artists—fashions, hairstyles, accessories?

If your genre has existed in the video age, what kinds of images do they use in those videos? (also if you’ve never watched music videos you may skip this question)

Any other factors you feel are important to get a full analysis of the genre.

Submit this information in a 1-2 page paper.  Do not worry about a thesis or the knit-picky conventions of an academic essay that we’ve been talking about.   The most important information for this response is the effort you put into your analysis.

