Course:  English 1A

Instructor:  Gwen Hutchinson


Response Paper #4

Analyze the issue of the English-only Debate in terms of the readings, your personal experience, and other things you have heard or read and respond with your reaction.  You do not need to answer the questions below.  They are for you to use as possible avenues of inquiry.  However, do not use this as an outline.  I don’t want to see a paper constructed according to just these questions.  Does the text suggest other questions not listed here?  You can use this exercise as a prewriting strategy for your 2nd Formal Essay.  Play around with ideas for your thesis and look for support.  (1 – 3 pages).

While it’s no secret that English is the common language of the United States, some feel that English should be mandated by law as the official language of the US: 

1. Why do you suppose the federal government has chosen to keep its hands off the language issue?”

2. If it has not been necessary to mandate English in the past, why do you think that people now feel a need to declare English the “official language” of the US?

3. Do you think that this need is real?  Explain why or why not?

4. What does the bill propose?

5. Why is it sometimes difficult for nonnative speakers of English who immigrate to the US to take ownership of Standard English?  What does it mean to you to take ownership of language?  Does one need this ownership to succeed?  Why or why not?

6. Is the English-only debate a political issue, a social issue, an economic issue, or some combination of the three?  In this context, what do you see as the relationship between language and power?

7. When American students study a foreign language at school, almost all of the speaking and instructions are in English until they progress far enough to understand instruction and detailed conversations in the new language.  Think about your classroom experience in learning a foreign language.  What are the most difficult challenges for you in language studies?  Are you comfortable expressing yourself in the language?  If you absolutely needed to communicate in that language, how well could you manage?  How do you respond to people who are just learning English?  Do you get impatient with them or assume that they are poorly educated?  Try to imagine yourself in another country.  How would you deal with those who were impatient with your language skills or dismissive of you?  How self-conscious do you think you would be?

