Response #1

Often in this course we will be dealing with and discussing the nature and problems of abstract concepts.  An abstract concept is something that can not be seen, touched, smelled, and basically lacks an physical presence.  The examples are endless: patriotism, mercy, evil, virtue . . you name it, our language is full of them.  You might try to argue that if someone kills another person, then you could see the dead body and there is your evil.  However, what’s being seen is a manifestation of evil . . . evil itself (or choose any other abstract word) remains more of a concept.


Abstract concepts are tricky, because they can be difficult to define.  Unlike a concrete subject, (say a desk), everyone will define it relatively the same way if they’re looking at the same desk.  An abstract concept does not have a visual basis, so definitions will often be radically different depending on who tries to define them.  Likewise, abstract concepts allow us to write extended definitions.  An extended definition is basically a definition that goes far beyond the simple little nugget of wisdom you’d get in a dictionary.  Most of them can be defined from a variety of angles, or have issues that can be greatly elaborated upon.  Basically, the definition of an abstract concept is only as successful as the amount of thought you put into the task.

Your goal for this response paper is to write an extended definition of American.  It’s entirely up to you how you want to approach your definition, but in 1 to 2 pages you should strive to create the most comprehensive definition of what the word and concept of American means.

On Monday we will see how similar or different our definitions turned out to be and see what (if anything) we learn about language and writing through this process.
