Assignment: Personal Educational Artifact and Response Paper

Instructor: Michael Pulley

Class: English 1A, Sec. 29
Due Date: Thursday, Feb. 10, 2005

Your first major essay assignment will require you to write an educational autobiography, a little story about your previous experiences with school in K-12. To help get you thinking about this essay, I want you to find what I call a personal artifact from your old school days and bring it to class on Feb. 10th along with a one-to-two page response paper explaining why you chose what you did and any stories that it brings to mind. Everyone will get to show off their artifact and talk about it. 
This artifact can be virtually anything associated with school—a class yearbook, a lunch box you always brought your lunch in, a photograph of your graduation day, a photograph from the prom, a drawing you did in a high school art class, a photograph of a teacher who significantly influenced you. It’s up to you. I’m giving you this assignment now so that you can have two weeks to search your drawers and closets for something interesting. 

The main point is to get you reminiscing about your earlier school experiences to prepare you for your first major writing assignment in this class. You will not actually turn in the personal artifact even though you are required to bring it to class, but you will turn in your explanatory response paper on Feb. 10. Happy hunting!
