Writing Assignment 04
The Murdering Wife


Due: Monday, February 21

You are to play detective, to solve a crime based on a limited amount of information.  The trick to solving the crime lies in finding the connections between the information that is given and the information that is implied.

In 1 page:

Identify which of the suspects is the murderer; then explain in detail the steps you took to arrive at your conclusion.

To assist in your discussion:

· You might want to detail the significance of each fact.  For instance, why was it important that John is bald?  What bearing, if any, does knowing this have on finding out the identity of the murder?

· Most of the facts as listed do not become significant until after another fact has been added farther down the list.  Rather than discussing every fact in order down the list, you might instead want to discuss the facts as they stand in relation to one another.  For instance, which clues gave information about the husbands?  Which clues gave information about the wives?  About the murder him/herself?

You Will Be Graded On:

1. Using correct paper format.

2. Most importantly, being able to clearly detail your thought process in solving the crime.  A reader who does not have the fact sheet in front of him/her should still be able to follow your logic based on your written response alone.


The body of a sinister-looking man was found on the sidewalk of the international quarter, shot through the heart.  The police talked to six witnesses, including the murderer.  The six were very open about what had happened.  The only trouble was that none of them spoke any language the police could understand.  Nevertheless, the police were able to piece together the following information:

· The witnesses were three men and three women: Fred, John, and William—Gloria, Gilda, and Barbara.

· The men were married to the women, though not necessarily in the order listed by the police.

· William’s wife was the murderer.

· Fred speaks and understands only German.

· John is bald.

· The couple who live next door to Gilda and her husband have the same color hair she does and speak both French and German.

· William’s wife recently cut and colored Barbara’s hair.

· Gilda’s husband speaks only Spanish.

What is the name of the murderer?
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