Writing Assignment 05

Due: Monday, March 07


In his autobiography Hunger of Memory, Richard Rodriguez relates how becoming educated was an alienating experience that both empowered him while at the same time separated him from his family and his heritage.  To Rodriguez, being an educated man is simultaneously a joyful and painful experience.


In “Complexion,” the fourth chapter of the autobiography, Rodriguez discusses how different he is, as an intellectual, from men like his father who work with their hands for a living.  These men, the laborers are defined by ‘the three F’s’ (feo, fuerte, formal), or the traditional ideals of masculinity.

In 1-2 pages:

1. Define one of the three F’s.

2. For each of the three F’s, Rodriguez gives examples of men who fit that exemplar.  Analyze the examples Rodriguez uses for the F that you define.  Be sure to explain: 

a. How does his father/the garbage man/los pobres/los braceros/etc. fit that ideal?  

b. What does Rodriguez admire about him?  

c. In what ways is Rodriguez different than him?

3. Correctly incorporate at least two quotations from the reading into your discussion.

You Will Be Graded On:

1. Using correct paper format.

2. Being able to write at least a full page on the assignment.

3. Most importantly, being able to provide a careful, detailed analysis of Rodriguez’s examples and why they are significant to him.
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