English 1A – Writing Exercises for Instructors
Teaching Writers to Write for Different Audiences
Sample Exercise 1: Write a paragraph about your favorite hobby.  The first audience you are writing to is a group of 6 year-olds.  (Allow students to write for 5-7 minutes.)  The second audience you are writing to is a group of your closest friends.  (Allow students to write for 5-7 minutes.)  The third audience you are writing to is a group of professors.  (Allow students to write for 5-7 minutes.  Then, ask class to share what they wrote and their reflections about writing for those different audiences.)
Sample Exercise 2: “Rewriting Cinderella” (see handout) – With your group members, write your own version of the portion of Cinderella’s “traditional” story you have been given, taking care to write it for the particular audience you have been assigned.  Expand on the portion you have been given to fill at least one single-spaced page of lined paper, but do not give away any more of the storyline than you have been assigned.  Use your imaginations and have fun!  (Make sure to bring a dictionary and/or thesaurus to class for this exercise.  Allow students to work for 25-30 minutes.  Collect all eight parts of the rewritten story and read it aloud to the class.)
Note: The “Rewriting Cinderella” exercise actually produces two great rewards: Not only do students come to a better understanding of the concept of ‘audience,’ but they also practice expansion techniques in this exercise, one particular aspect of writing that nearly all of my students struggle with upon coming into 1A.  As a treat for my students, I type up their finalized, class story and post it on WebCT so that they can each have a copy of their own.  (You can print out copies for your students if you don’t have a class web site.)
