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Course Description 


Students in this course will examine liberal, conservative, and radical traditions of political thought in America. We will explore how Americans have thought about problems of liberty, equality, federalism, and group identity. In particular, we will examine how different strains of political thought in America have contributed to conceptions of American democracy. 
Learning Objectives

Students who successfully complete this course will have: 

· strengthened their understanding of various authors, texts, and traditions in American political thought;

· learned about the value, purpose, and limits of political theory; 

· improved their ability to read, discuss, and write about politics and political theory; 

· improved their capacity to analyze and evaluate difficult texts in both writing and discussion.

Course Texts
The following required texts are available at the campus bookstore, but you may purchase them wherever you like. If possible, please use the editions listed below to facilitate class discussion. A few additional required readings will be available on SacCT.
1. Hamilton, et al., The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers. Hackett.

2. John Grafton, The Declaration of Independence and Other Great Documents of American History. Dover Publications. 

3. Thomas Paine, Common Sense. Dover Publications.

4. Tocqueville, Democracy in America. Hackett.

5. Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience and Other Essays. Dover Publications.

6. Frederick Douglass, On Slavery and the Civil War. Dover Publications.

7. Abraham Lincoln, Great Speeches, Dover Publications.

8. Herman Melville, Bartleby and Benito Cereno. Dover Publications.
9. W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk. Signet Classic, Penguin.
10. William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe To Each Other. Caxton Press. 


Attendance, preparedness, participation (10%): This course requires engaged reading and discussion by all students, and I expect you to attend every class having read all of the assigned reading. Discussion facilitates both your own learning and that of your fellow students. Study questions for each week's reading are posted on SacCT (Blackboard). Use the study questions to guide your reading and prepare for class discussion. You should also prepare your own written questions about the reading and bring them to class, along with the day’s reading assignment. During each class, I will call on students selected at random to answer one of the study questions, summarize a key point from the day’s reading, or read their own prepared question. Students will occasionally meet in small groups for in-class group exercises that will contribute to your grade. I expect students to be on time and repeated tardiness will affect your grade, but if you arrive late please enter quietly and take a seat. After each class I will grade each student’s class participation on a scale of A (4 points) to F (0 points). Participation grades will be based on the extent to which students: a) offer thoughtful questions or comments about assigned readings; b) thoughtfully listen and respond to the instructor and to other students; c) actively participate in group work and other exercises during class. Three times during the semester, I will calculate your cumulative participation grade and post it on SacCT. 

Ten surprise quizzes (10%): On ten occasions during the semester, at the beginning of class, we will have a quiz that will ask you to respond to one or more questions about the main ideas from the reading assigned for that day. The quizzes will not ask you to recall minor details, and if you have completed the reading and given it some thought, they will be relatively easy. Missed quizzes cannot be made-up. I will drop your lowest two scores for the final quiz grade.


Take-home midterm and final exams (20% each). The exams will ask students to demonstrate a clear understanding of key authors, arguments, and concepts from the entire course. You will select 10 questions from a list of 15 and write about 100-125 words per question. The exams will be available on SacCT one week before the due date. Most of the questions will be based on the weekly study questions. 


Two analytical essays (20% each). Students will analyze and evaluate key issues from the course in two essays of about five double-spaced pages (1500 words) each. Your essays should show that you have thought deeply about the course texts and that you can use them to make an argument of your own. Essay topics and grading criteria will be posted on SacCT. I strongly encourage you to meet with me to discuss your essays before submitting them. Essays are due in class on the dates indicated in the syllabus. For the first two essays, after I grade them, you may submit a rewrite, in which case your final essay grade will be the average of the original and the rewrite. Rewrites must be submitted with the original, and they must include a detailed explanation of how you revised the essay. Rewrites should be completed as early as possible, but they may be submitted until the last regular class meeting. Late essays will be marked down one letter grade per day. However, even if your essay is extremely late, you should still submit it, because you cannot pass the class without completing all the assignments.

Grades and late assignments: Final grades will be calculated according to the following scale: A > 93%, A- > 90%, B+ > 88%, B > 83%, etc. Students who have a serious and appropriately documented excuse to miss an assignment due date or exam must contact me as soon as possible to arrange a way to makeup the work. There will be no extra credit assignments. 

Wireless Devices


Some students like to use a laptop, tablet, or smart phone to take notes during class, and some students use wireless devices to read assigned material. But in a classroom, wireless devices can be extremely distracting, not only for the person using the device but also for other students and the instructor. Several studies have shown that wireless devices may reduce student learning. The general policy of this course is that wireless devices may be used to take notes, but the wireless receiver must be turned off. Cell phones must be turned off or set to vibrate or mute. I will also ask students to close or put away wireless devices at specific times, such as during class discussions or when students are working in small groups. And of course students may not use wireless devices during exams, and not at any time for surfing, shopping, texting, checking email, or any other activities not directly related to the course. Violations of this policy will affect your grade. If you require special accommodation in this regard, please let me know. 

Additional Matters


I expect students to arrive on time and stay for the entire class. If you need to leave early, please sit near the door and let me know before class starts. If you have a disability and require accommodations, please let me know and contact the CSUS Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SSWD), Lassen Hall 1008, (916) 278-6955. Your feedback on the course readings, classroom discussions, and any other aspect of the course is always welcome. If you are having trouble with any aspect of the course, please stop by during my office hours or make an appointment to see me. Don't wait until the end of the semester! Finally, it should go without saying that plagiarism—that is, presenting someone else's work as your own—is a serious violation of academic integrity and university policy, not to mention basic honesty. Plagiarism will be punished in proportion to the severity of the case, but any plagiarism is likely to result in a failing grade for the course and may lead to expulsion from the University. If you are not sure what plagiarism is, please ask me or consult the library plagiarism information website at http://library.csus.edu/content2.asp?pageID=353.
Class Schedule. Readings marked with an asterisk are available online or on SacCT
	1
	Sept. 2

Sept. 4


	INTRODUCTION
Course Introduction and Overview

* John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity" 


	2
	Sept. 9

Sept. 11


	I. REVOLUTION, CONSTITUTION, AND DEMOCRACY

Patrick Henry, “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death,” Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the United States, in The Declaration of Independence and Other Great Documents.
Thomas Paine, Common Sense.


	3
	Sept. 16

Sept. 18
	Publius, The Federalist, nos. 1, 9-10, 14, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39.

Publius, The Federalist, nos. 47-52, 55, 62-63, 70, 78, 83-85, in Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers.


	4
	Sept. 23

Sept. 25



	Mason, Objections to the Constitution; Address of the Minority of the Pennsylvania Convention; Speech of Patrick Henry, in Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers, pp. 1-41.
Essays of Brutus, in Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers, pp. 74-96.


	5
	Sept. 30

Oct. 2
	II. INDIVIDUALISM, COMMERICALISM, AND DEMOCRACY
FIRST PAPER DUE
Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Vol. I, Part I, Intro (pp. 1-15), chap. 3-4 (pp. 34-44).

Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Vol. I, Part II, chap. 6-10 (pp. 87-168)


	6
	Oct. 7

Oct. 9


	Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Vol. II, Part II, chap. 1-13 (pp. 201-233), Part IV, chap. 1-8 (pp. 297-319).

*Emerson, “Self-Reliance” and “Politics”

	7
	Oct. 14
Oct. 16


	*Walt Whitman, “Democratic Vistas”

Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, Intro. chap. I-VI, XI 



	8
	Oct. 21

Oct. 23



	Herman Melville, "Bartleby"

*Henry George, Progress and Poverty, excerpt 



	9
	Oct. 28

Oct. 30
	III. SLAVERY AND CIVIL WAR 

midterm exam DUE 

*William Lloyd Garrison, “The Liberator,” “Declaration of Sentiments of the American Anti-Slavery Society”
Thoreau, "Civil Disobedience," “Slavery in Massachusetts,” “A Plea for Captain John Brown,” in Civil Disobedience and Other Essays.



	10
	Nov. 4

Nov. 6


	*Roger B. Taney, Dred Scott v. Sandford 
Frederick Douglass, On Slavery and the Civil War, pp. 30-65. 



	11
	Nov. 11

Nov. 13


	Veterans Day. No class. 

Abraham Lincoln, Great Speeches, pp. 1-8, 24-75, 98-113.



	12
	Nov. 18

Nov. 20


	IV. TWENTIETH-CENTURY DILEMMAS 

W.E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, chap. 1-4, 6.

*Booker T. Washington, Speech at the Atlanta Exposition (1895)
W.E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, chap. 8-10.



	13
	Nov. 25

Nov. 27
	SECOND PAPER DUE

*Elizabeth Cady Stanton, "The Solitude of Self" (1892). 

*Emma Goldman, "Woman Suffrage" (1911) 

*Jane Addams, "Why Women Should Vote" (1915) 
Thanksgiving Holiday. No class. 


	14
	Dec. 2

Dec. 4
	*Allan Bloom, "The Democratization of the University" 
*Clark Kerr, The Uses of the University, chap. 1-3, excerpts
*Dewey, Democracy and Education (1916), chap. 7. 

*Savio, Address on the Steps of Sproul Hall, UC Berkeley, December 2, 1964. 

*Jeff Lustig, “The FSM and the Vision of a New Left” 



	15
	Dec. 9             

Dec. 11


	*Jeff Lustig, “The University Revisioned: The Alternative to Corporate Mis-education” 

Film: Berkeley in the Sixties


	
	Dec. 18
	FINAL EXAM DUE: Thurs., Dec. 18, 12:00 pm


