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CHAPTER III

‘The Eighteenth Century. Hapsburg
- versus Hohenzollern (1714-90)

The eighteenth century continued and sharpened the tendencies already
observable in the seventeenth. This was the century of princely absolutism
par excelience. The last significant vestiges of the old local diets or es-
tates, which had constituted some check on the princes, disappeared.
It was a century of dynastic rivalries culminating in the long struggle
between the two principal German dynasties—the Hapsburgs and
Hohenzollerns—which was to be a principal issue in German history

~ for over a century. Intellectually and artistically speaking, it was a

century in which Germany made enormous strides and entered fully into
the mainstream of western European thought. By the end of the period
no Englishman or Frenchman could disregard the German contribution.

The most spectacular development of this era was the growth of the

electorate of Brandenburg in the sandy wastes of the northeast into

the powerful kingdom of Prussia, which by the end of the eighteenth
century ranked as one of the great powers of Europe. This feat was made
possible by several lucky inheritances and by the deeds of three Hohen-
zollern rulers of genius, Frederick William, the Great Elector of Branden-
burg, King Frederick William I of Prussia, and King Frederick I, the
Great.

The geographical basis of the kingdom of Prussia was composed of
three separate areas spread loosely across the whole width of northern
Germany, which came to the Hohenzollerns at different times and in
different ways. The electorate of Brandenburg with its capital at Berlin
was granted to Frederick of Hohenzollern by his friend, Emperor
Sigismund, in the early fifteenth century. A century later the Grand
Master of the Teutonic Knights, who was a member of the Hohen-
zollern family, secularized their lands and established for himself and







