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Chapter Eleven

THE RISE OF GERMAN DUALISM

The Struggle Between Austria and Prussia for Silesia

The youth of the Prussian Crown Prince, Frederidk II, was decisively
influenced by the antagonism existing between him and his father,
Frederick William I. This did not develop simply out of the natural
tension arising between a strongly willed father and a son very early
conscious of his own individuality. It was far more the expression of
the clash of two ages, whose incompatibility was all the more emphasised
in the peculiar intellectual atmosphere of Brandenburg-Prussia. On his_
accession to the throne, his father had made a clean sweep of everything
that, from the intellectual and cultural point of view, might have sug-
gested contact between Brandenburg and the great world of European
Baroque. The universities in Prussia lost their good name; the Prussian
Academy founded by Leibniz languished; the intellectual life in the
royal palaces was hardly distinguishable from that in the home of a
Pomeranian country squire.

Frederick William I had made little use of his imposing military
might for purposes of military conquest, although the army and the
military were his prime concern as king. The acquisition of Hither
Pomerania as far as the River Peene with the islands of Usedom and
Wollin he owed mainly to favourable political circumstances. Although
Austria did not keep the promise given to Brandenburg in connection
with the regulation of the female succession by the Pragmatic Sanction,
Frederidk William did not take advantage of the critical situation which
had arisen for the Habsburgs with the loss of Belgrade during the unsuc-
cessful Turkish War of 1737—1739. If one seeks the reasons for such a
passive attitude on the part of an absolute monarch, one will
probably find them, among other things, in Frederick William’s deep
religious convictions. These and the views based on them about the
duties of a sovereign were what Frederick William wanted to hand
on to his son as his most important contribution to the crown prince’s
upbringing.
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