Chapter Nine

BRANDENBURG — PRUSSIA

Modest Beginnings
ROBERT-HERMANN TENBROCK The Brandenburg Electorate lay in the colonial regions. Its roots
reached badk to the time when medieval Germany was at the zenith
A. HISTO RY of its power and Germany proper had arrived at the eve of its first
flowering of culture. Its destiny was determined by the law of
the colonist whose every day signified a new conquest of his environ-
O F G E RMANY ment. Only when men who combined tradition with a spirit of initiative

streamed into the Brandenburg Mark from the overpopulated West did
it begin to take on more of the western character. Differences still
Translated from the German remained, however. The cathedrals, which were built here as in the
West, were the fruit of the same architectural inspiration, but the

by material used, brick, gave them their own distinctive character. Its

Paul J. Dine cities were to a great extent cultural and commercial centres, but

First edition 1968 for many long years continued to be island in an alien environment which

© 1968 by Max Hueber Verlag, Milnchen and was regarded as culturally backward. Also the peasant colonist from the
Ferdinand Schaningh, Paderborn old country felt himself superior to his Slav compeers; the feeling of

superiority over subordinates was here far more strongly ‘developed
than would ever have been possible in the West. The more the empire
in the course of the Middle Ages subjugated the East and converted
it into the most important settlement area for its excess population, the
more strongly and inevitably it evolved the special character of a
colonial territory. .
All this was even more true of Prussia, the state of the Teutonic

Order, in which the conqueror class was united in addition by vows
of chivalry and religion. Though this meant in the first place greater
emphasis on the Christian message, it cannot be overlooked that the
sword was just as important an instrument for spreading the gospel
as the word of God and the plough. The Teutonic Knights did not
just set out to erect churches, monasteries and cities, and to preach
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or at least iheir communty, had % right o acquire possessions and
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