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The Origins of National Socialism

Among the many misfortunes which befell Germany in 1923, probably
the most serious was the first appearance on the national scene of Adolf
Hitler. The absurd Munich Putsch of November was the prologue to a
world drama of frightful and frightening dimensions. Few noticed the
portent at the time, but among those few was the aged Houston Stewart
Chamberlain, who, speaking from the grave of Richard Wagner, recog-
nized in Hitler the messias for whom he had been longing.

Adolf Hitler was born on April 20, 1889, in the village of Braunau-
on-the-Inn on the Bavarian frontier of Austria, where his father, Alois
Hitler, was a customs official. All members of the Hitler family, as far
back as it can be traced, were peasants working the land of Upper
Austria near the border of Bohemia. Alois was the first to improve his
social status. As a civil servant of the Austrian Empire, he was entitled
to wear a uniform and exert his minor authority. Thus his son was born
into that lower middle class of which he was to become the prophet.

Adolf and his father were a bad combination. The father wanted to
w make a civil servant of his son, but as early as his eleventh year Adolf

was determined to become an artist. To his father this meant a loss of
his hard-earned social status, a descent into uncharted bohemianism.
The problem was solved by the death of Alois in 1903, after which the
indulgent Clara Hitler supported her son by her own drudgery and
permitted him to continue at school in Linz and even to take art lessons.
His aim was to enter the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts, to which he ap-
plied in 1907. He was refused admission on the grounds that the samples
he had supplied were unsatisfactory. Hitler would not believe this; he
preferred to think that he was the victim of a conspiracy, that some un-
defined “they” were against him. Soon afterwards he was also refused
at ﬂi?TEEHHﬁT‘B_ui—lcli_n_g‘S»cl'lo—ol where he hoped to be trained as an
architect.

In 1908 Hitler’s mother died, and Adolf found himself without family







