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Charles Roberts Retires

! After thirty-nine years at Sacra §
mento State, Professor Charles Robertsi§
will be retiring at the end of the Spring |
2009 semesteProfessor Roberts came g
to the Sac State History Department in
the Fall semester of 1970 after doing
graduate work at the University of Gre
gon in the beld of progressive era U.S.
history.

Since joining the department Prof
fessor Roberts has become one of the
country®pioneers in the beld of Native
American historyln the early 1970s Pro
fessor Roberts was one of a handful of
academics teaching in history depart
ments in the U.S. who specialized in this
then-emaging Peld of historiography
Over the past thirty-nine years Professo
Roberts has developed numerous
courses, primarily in the peld of Native
American historyand taught thousands
of Sac State students. Higats have
helped to make Nativemerican history
a permanent part of the departmsmid»
riculum. Professor Roberts has also me
tored many undgraduate and graduate
students who have gone on to pursue a
vanced degrees.

! On behalf of everyone in the His
tory Department we thank Charles for his many years of service to the department, college, and university
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Department News...

Faculty and students in the history department are active scholars. Below is a sampling of recent activities by members of the hist
department community

¥ProfesssorRebecca Kluchinpresented a papetrthe annual meeting of tienericanAssociation for"the History of Medicine
(AAHM)in Cleveland, OH."The title of the talk was OPregnant? Need Help?" Call Jane?: Service"asdiadizatheAbortion

Undeground.O She also received a Research and Cretiviey (RCA) award for summer 2009 and academic year 2009/2010.

¥PofessorMitch Numark presented a paper at tBeth Annual Conference on Soutsia,at the University diVisconsin at Madison
titted OHebrew School in Nineteenth-Century Bombay: ReverendAiitgum and his Student Joseph Ezekiel RajpurkarO He also

presented a paper at the 68tinual Meeting of théssociation forAsian StudiesAtlanta titled Ofnslating and’ ransfprming Relig
ion: Scottish Missionary-Orientalists, Religious Diversitgd Religious Understanding in Nineteenth-Century Borabble also pub

lished a book review of lan Ké#&, Engines of Chang&he Railroads that made Modern India (2006)dnal of Transport History
29, no. 1 (March 2008): 163-164.

¥PofessorCharles Postelwas interviewed about the history of populism on Capital Public Radio. He also gave a talk as part of the
Friends of the Library lecture series titlech®3s and the People.O

¥PpofessorMona SiegelpresentedTeaching HistoryPursuing Peace: Franco-Gernfaxtbook Reform in th@wentieth CenturyO to
the Southwestern Social Scierggsociation, DenverCO,April 2009.

¥The History Department welcomBsofessorNicholas Lazaridusas our newest faculty memb@rofessor Lazaridus will be teach

ing a broad range of courses in the beldrafient History He completed his D.Phil in Egyptology and Classics at Oxford University
in 2005, and also holds a Blegree from the
American University in Cairo. Professor Laza
ridus has taught at Oxford UniversitheAmeri-

can University in Cairoand recently completed a
postdoctoral fellowship &adboud University in

the Netherlands.
! Since arriving at Sac State Professor Nicho

las Lazaridus has alreagyblished the three en
tries for 'Ptah’, '‘Bastet' and 'Ptolemaic Egypt' in

The Encyclopedia of Ancient History, Oxford:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. He also published a re

view of R. Drew GrifbthMummy Wheat: Egyp-
tian influence on the Homeric view of the Afterlife

and the Eleusinian Mysteries, Lanham: Univer
sity Press OAmerica, 2008, iBryn Mawr Clas-

sical Review (April 2009).
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-=-Spring 2009 Picnic--

BE THERE ~Friday May 15th~ BE THERE

The History Department will host its 6th Annual Spring Picnic at East Portal Park (1120 RodedNay, just

south of J St, between 51st and 53rd sets), onViay 15th (Friday) from 3pm to 6pm Just show up.
WeOll bring the food. Help us celebrate anothgreat yearof accomplishments forthe Sac State History

bring a picnic blanket!!!! Turn in those late papers...
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~Honors Students~

The History Department congratulates the following students graduating as History majors with honors:

Kathi!Bristow!

Kelly Colemah
Joy!Fishér !
Trevor Jacksoh
DaniellKind !
Melissa Larsadh
Steven Madrid

Laura'Mikelbank
Kenneth Millet

DanieliRepp !
Heidi Starr !

DavidTavarez !
Nicholaswalls!!

JulieWinalski

Todd Clinton
Dennis' Crabtree
Daniel'Grech
Jonathon Johnstone
Jacqulyn Lafbtte
RyaniLester
Melissa Meyer
Carmelita'Mlller
Susan‘Reinsch
Terry Rodriguez
Scott'Sweeny
Kristen Taylor
CareyWilgenbug*

*: the department’s top graduate as measured by gpa, service, and extra curricular activities.

Congratulations to all the graduates!!

~Commencement~

Please join us
for the College ofArts & Letters

Spring 2009 Commencement C&mony

Friday, May 22nd, 2009 at 12:00pm aAr coArena

Candidates assemble at1t30am atAr coArena
Please entethe arena through the security entrance

for more information:

http.//www.al.csus.edu/students/commencement
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~GRADUATE STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS~

The History Department extends heartfelt congratulations to all of its M.A. students prepar-
ing to graduate this spring and summer." We have been impressed by all of your collective ac-
complishments during your time in our program." In particular, we wish to applaud...

"¥All of our students who have been accepted into Ph.D. programs nextlgedari Biro (University of Cole
rado and University of New Mexico;helsea Del RigUniversity of Michigan)Brittany Hancock (Univer
sity of Houston);Thomas OODonne(University of California, Davis), andathan Wilson (University of
Nebraska).™

¥Jennifer Norton for receiving a highly competitive Fulbright-Hayes Summer Seminar Fellowshigémhers
to Poland (June-July 2009).

"Heather Lavezzofor winning a scholarship to attend the CaliforAgsociation of Museurs@nnual confer
ence.

"Wichelle Balaguy for the publication of her article ORecreating Recreafio®Automobile Culture in Post
warAmericaO in thSociety for Commercial Archeology Journal (Spring 2010).

¥ isa Prince for her many contributions to public history in the Sacramento area, including exhibits at the New
City Hall (on former U.S. Representative Robert Matsui) and at the Sacramento History Museum (O1968: It
Happened HereO), as well as the development of the Sacramento Speaker Series (featuringyuhiswear

Dr. Joseph Palermo).

¥Incoming graduate studedarol Francis for presenting her paper OThe Colonies of GreenlandO at #ie Phi
phaTheta Conference in spring 2010.

¥Recent graduatearon Richardsonfor the acceptance of his article OBasilldvianos ManuscriptsO by the
Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora and for developing an exhibition on the same manuscript collection for the
University Library Department of Special Collections

We encourage both past and current students to let the department know of their on-going
successes so that we may celebrate them together (and brag to outsiders, once in a while)!
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put the following history-related movies on your Netflix...

LaVie en Rose (2007)Fhis is a brutally honest examination of the life of Paris's mest fa
mous chanteuse, Edith Piafliose familiar with the singer will Pnd the details of her life
fascinating.Those who are not will be introduced to the fabulous sounds of Parisian bohe
mian music in the early twentieth centufiylona Siegel]

The Times of Harvey Milk (1984) -After being riveted by Sean Penn's award winning per
formance in Milk, | wanted to know more about this fascinating San Francisco politician and
the history surrounding his life and assassinatioms 1984 documentary blled in many

of"the detail, and left me even more impressed by the up-hill battle fought"by the local"gay ar
lesbian community in the 1970s."[Mona Siegel]

Mary Poppins (1964) - One of the benebts of having young children is getting to revisit favor
ite fairytales of your childhood.” | was enchanted all over again by the sounds and wild roof
top dancing of Chim ChimneZhim Chimney What | had fogotten, howeveror perhaps
hadnever known, is what a wonderfully ironic portrait that this movie paints of turn-of-the-
century British societyparticularly the capitalist uppetass and the early $tdge
movement."[Mona Siegel]"

Waltz With Bashir (2008) -This blm combines the two seemingly contradictory genres of
Ohistorical documentaryO and Oanimated PImO to consider the psychdeaggaf die

1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon on the Israeli soldiers, as well as the physical destruction o
the war on Lebanese societye blm combines audio recorded interviews with Israeli sol
diers and animated renderings of their wartime memortas.PIm is also part of the lesser
known tradition of Israeli anti-war activism. Read full review at:
http://www.examineicom/x-5324-Sacramento-Film-ExamindAfshin Marashi]

Everlasting Moments (2008) -When was the last time you watched a Swedish PlheZeg
endary Swedish PIm directatanTroell, has produced one of the greatest Ohistorical PImsO
in a very long time. Set in a small Swedish town during the turbulent years before and after
World War 1, the bPIm tells the story of Maria Larsson and her working class family as they
confront the social, cultural, and political crises of the era. Maria discovers the strange new
technology of Othe cameraO and sets out to documenintagring moments of her times.
http://www.examineicom/x-5324-Sacramento-Film-Examifé&fshin Marashi]
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:First Person, Singular

=The following is anotherin a series of occasional Oper
.sonal essaysO written by members of the history depart
-ment community. This month@® essay is by Gag Shep
-pard one of the Prst students to complete the minan
=Middle East and Islamic Studies at Sac State

Letter fromAmman, Jordan
by Greg Sheppard

! | remembemwhen| cameacrossa R3yerat Sac
StatethatreadOSaStatewill now be
offering Arabic. Come take a lan -
guageneedednow more than ever!O E
At the time | knew very little about |
the culturesand history of the Mid-
dle East, exceptfor all of the con
Ricts often mentionedin the news. |
As my studiescontinuedand | met
many studentswith Arab origins my
interestin the culture continuedto
grow. Towardsthe endof my under
graduatestudies,| wanderednto the
Global Educationofpceanddecided |
to look into study abroadopportuni |
ties to continuemy Arabic. Therel
sawa 3yer for the RotaryAmbassa
dorial Scholarshipwhich | received
to study in Amman, Jordan for the
AcademicYear2008 P 2009. The scholarshipaims

to promote OAmbassadorsf goodwill and peaceO

andto fosterinternationalunderstandindpy sending
students to study abroad.

! |OvebeenstudyingArabic atthe University of
Jordan,LanguageCenter (UJLC) for the pasttwo
semesterslt hadbeenafew yearssincel took three
levelsof Arabic at SacState,but the few words| re-
memberedcamein handyfor simple things. How-
ever the more | learned,the more | beganto dis-
cover how complex the Arabic languagereally is.
Onemajordifbculty in studyingArabic is the differ-
ence betweenwhat is commonly taught (Modern
StandardArabic), and the colloquial Arabic, which
variesin countryandsometimesevenby city. Eng
lish often well understoocandspokenby manypec
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ple in Amman. Sinceso manypeoplespeakEnglish

well andwish to improve,it canoftenbe difbPcultto
try to practiceArabic. Despitethe difpculties,trav-

eling to the country and immersingoneselfinto the
cultureis truly the bestway to successfullylearna
language.

! Since Januaryl startedan internshipwith a
CzechNon-GovernmentaDrganizationcalled Pec
ple In Need. As of thebeginningof April | washired

to replaceone of our programmanagersvho was

resettledto Texasas a refugee. The ofbceherein

Amman remotely developsand managegrojectsin
the Lower Southof Iraq. Whenl beganmy intern

shipthe Israelibombingandeventual
groundincursioninto Gazawas tak-
ing place and the Head of Mission
had me work on developinga pilot
project. The projectwill useMasters
andDoctoralstudents/graduatésom
the University of Al-Quds Public
Health Departmenin Gazato assess
and build on the psychosocialsup
port capacityof a target community
Upon completion of the project we
will evaluatethe successeandshort
falls and seek additional funds for
necessaryadjustmentsand a larger
scaleimplementation. In additionto
the pilot projectin Gazal am also
managing a civil society develop
ment project which facilitates community participa
tion betweenocal government|local NGOsandciti-
zens.

! My experiencein the Middle Easthavebeen
very rewarding. For moreinformationon the Rotary
Ambassadorialscholarshipcontact a local Rotary
club or visitwww.rotaryorg

Editor @ Note If you have a history related Opersonal es§a

that you would like to include in the OFirst Person, Singula
column of The Sac State Historighen please conta&fshin

Marashi amarashi@csus.efu
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