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Charles Roberts Retires

! After thirty-nine years at Sacra-
mento State, Professor Charles Roberts 
will be retiring at the end of the Spring 
2009 semester. Professor Roberts came 
to the Sac State History Department in 
the Fall semester of 1970 after doing 
graduate work at the University of Ore-
gon in the Þeld of progressive era U.S. 
history. 

Since joining the department Pro-
fessor Roberts has become one of the 
countryÕs pioneers in the Þeld of Native 
American history. In the early 1970s Pro-
fessor Roberts was one of a handful of 
academics teaching in history depart-
ments in the U.S. who specialized in this 
then-emerging Þeld of historiography. 
Over the past thirty-nine years Professor 
Roberts has developed numerous 
courses, primarily in the Þeld of Native 
American history, and taught thousands 
of Sac State students. His efforts have 
helped to make Native American history 
a permanent part of the departmentÕs cur-
riculum. Professor Roberts has also men-
tored many undergraduate and graduate 
students who have gone on to pursue ad-
vanced degrees. 
! On behalf of everyone in the His-
tory Department we thank Charles for his many years of service to the department, college, and university.
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Department News...
Faculty and students in the history department are active scholars.  Below is a sampling of recent activities by members of the history 
department community...

¥Professsor Rebecca Kluchin presented a paper at the annual meeting of the American Association for"  the History of Medicine 
(AAHM)in Cleveland, OH."The title of the talk was ÒPregnant? Need Help?" Call Jane?: Service"as Radical Action in the Abortion 
Underground.Ó She also received a Research and Creative Activity (RCA) award for summer 2009 and academic year 2009/2010.

¥Professor Mitch Numark presented a paper at the 37th Annual Conference on South Asia,at the University of Wisconsin at Madison 
titled ÒHebrew School in Nineteenth-Century Bombay: Reverend John Wilson and his Student Joseph Ezekiel RajpurkarÓ He also 
presented a paper at the 60th Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Atlanta titled ÒTranslating and Transforming Relig-
ion: Scottish Missionary-Orientalists, Religious Diversity, and Religious Understanding in Nineteenth-Century Bombay.Ó He also pub-
lished a book review of Ian KerrÕs, Engines of Change: The Railroads that made Modern India (2006), in Journal of Transport History 
29, no. 1 (March 2008): 163-164. 

¥Professor Charles Postel was interviewed about the history of populism on Capital Public Radio. He also gave a talk as part of the  
Friends of the Library lecture series titled ÒTaxes and the People.Ó

¥Professor Mona Siegel presented "Teaching History, Pursuing Peace: Franco-German Textbook Reform in the Twentieth CenturyÓ to 
the Southwestern Social Science Association, Denver, CO, April 2009.

¥ The History Department welcomes Professor Nicholas Lazaridus as our newest faculty member. Professor Lazaridus will be teach-
ing a broad range of courses in the Þeld of Ancient History. He completed his D.Phil in Egyptology and Classics at Oxford University 

in 2005, and also holds a BA degree from the 
American University in Cairo. Professor Laza-
ridus has taught at Oxford University, The Ameri-
can University in Cairo, and recently completed a 
postdoctoral fellowship at Radboud University in 
the Netherlands. 
! Since arriving at Sac State Professor Nicho-
las Lazaridus has already published the three en-
tries for 'Ptah', 'Bastet' and 'Ptolemaic Egypt' in 
The Encyclopedia of Ancient History, Oxford: 
Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. He also published a re-
view of R. Drew GrifÞth, Mummy Wheat: Egyp-
tian influence on the Homeric view of the Afterlife 
and the Eleusinian Mysteries, Lanham: Univer-
sity Press Of America, 2008, in Bryn Mawr Clas-
sical Review (April 2009). 
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--Spring 2009 Picnic-- 
BE THERE          ~Friday May 15th~          BE  THERE

The History Department will host its 6th Annual Spring Picnic at East Portal Park (1120 Rodeo Way, just 
south of J St, between 51st and 53rd streets),  on May 15th (Friday) fr om 3pm to 6pm.  Just show  up. 

WeÕll bring the food. Help us celebrate another great year of accomplishments for the Sac State History 
Department...!!! All historians (and honorary historians) are invited. Bring a frisbee, bring a lawn chair, 

bring a picnic blanket!!!! Turn in those late papers...
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~Honors Students~
The History Department congratulates the following students graduating as History majors with honors:

! ! ! !      Kathi Bristow! ! ! Todd Clinton
! ! ! !      Kelly Coleman! ! Dennis Crabtree
! ! ! !      Joy Fisher! ! ! Daniel Grech
! ! ! !     Trevor Jackson!! ! Jonathon Johnstone
! ! ! !     Daniel King! ! ! Jacqulyn LafÞtte
! ! ! !     Melissa Larson!! ! Ryan Lester
! ! ! !     Steven Madrid! ! ! Melissa Meyer
! ! ! !     Laura Mikelbank! ! Carmelita MIller
! ! ! !     Kenneth Miller!! ! Susan Reinsch
! ! ! !     Daniel Repp! ! ! Terry Rodriguez
! ! ! !     Heidi Starr! ! ! Scott Sweeny
! ! ! !     David Tavarez! ! ! Kristen Taylor
! ! ! !     Nicholas Walls!! ! Carey Wilgenburg*
! ! ! !     Julie Winalski

*: the department’s top graduate as measured by gpa, service, and extra curricular activities. 

Congratulations to all the graduates!!

~Commencement~
Please join us

 for the College of Arts & Letters 
Spring 2009 Commencement Ceremony 

Friday, May 22nd, 2009 at 12:00pm at Ar co Ar ena

Candidates assemble at 11:30am at Ar co Ar ena 
Please enter the arena through the security entrance

for more information:
http://www.al.csus.edu/students/commencement
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~GRADUATE STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS~

The History Department extends heartfelt congratulations to all of its M.A. students prepar-
ing to graduate this spring and summer." We have been impressed by all of your collective ac-

complishments during your time in our program." In particular, we wish to applaud…

"¥ All of our students who have been accepted into Ph.D. programs next year:" Jordan Biro (University of Colo-
rado and University of New Mexico), Chelsea Del Rio (University of Michigan), Brittany Hancock (Univer-
sity of Houston), Thomas OÕDonnell (University of California, Davis), and Nathan Wilson (University of 
Nebraska).""

¥Jennifer Norton for receiving a highly competitive Fulbright-Hayes Summer Seminar Fellowship for Teachers 
to Poland (June-July 2009).

"¥Heather Lavezzo for winning a scholarship to attend the California Association of MuseumÕs annual confer-
ence.

"¥Michelle Balaguy for the publication of her article ÒRecreating Recreation: The Automobile Culture in Post-
war AmericaÓ in the Society for Commercial Archeology Journal (Spring 2010).

¥Lisa Prince for her many contributions to public history in the Sacramento area, including exhibits at the New 
City Hall (on former U.S. Representative Robert Matsui) and at the Sacramento History Museum (Ò1968: It 
Happened HereÓ), as well as the development of the Sacramento Speaker Series (featuring, this year, our own 
Dr. Joseph Palermo).

¥Incoming graduate student Carol Francis for presenting her paper ÒThe Colonies of GreenlandÓ at the Phi Al -
pha Theta Conference in spring 2010.

¥Recent graduate Aaron Richardson for the acceptance of his article ÒBasil J. Vlavianos ManuscriptsÓ by the 
Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora and for developing an exhibition on the same manuscript collection for the 
University Library Department of Special Collections

We encourage both past and current students to let the department know of their on-going 
successes so that we may celebrate them together (and brag to outsiders, once in a while)!
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~Summer Viewing~
put the following history-related movies on your Netflix...

La Vie en Rose (2007) - This is a brutally honest examination of the life of Paris's most fa-
mous chanteuse, Edith Piaf." Those familiar with the singer will Þnd the details of her life 
fascinating." Those who are not will be introduced to the fabulous sounds of Parisian bohe-
mian music in the early twentieth century. [Mona Siegel]

"

The Times of Harvey Milk (1984) - After being riveted by Sean Penn's award winning per-
formance in Milk, I wanted to know more about this fascinating San Francisco politician and 
the history surrounding his life and assassination." This 1984 documentary Þlled in many 
of"the detail, and left me even more impressed by the up-hill battle fought"by the local"gay and 
lesbian community in the 1970s."[Mona Siegel]

Mary Poppins (1964) - One of the beneÞts of having young children is getting to revisit favor-
ite fairytales of your childhood." I was enchanted all over again by the sounds and wild roof-
top dancing of Chim Chimney, Chim Chimney." What I had forgotten, however, or perhaps 
had !never known, is what a wonderfully ironic portrait that this movie paints of turn-of-the-
century British society, particularly the capitalist upper-class and the early suffrage 
movement."[Mona Siegel]"

Waltz With Bashir (2008) - This Þlm combines the two seemingly contradictory genres of 
Òhistorical documentaryÓ and Òanimated ÞlmÓ to consider the psychological effects of the 
1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon on the Israeli soldiers, as well as the physical destruction of 
the war on Lebanese society. The Þlm combines audio recorded interviews with Israeli sol-
diers and animated renderings of their wartime memories. This Þlm is also part of the lesser 
known tradition of Israeli anti-war activism.  Read full review at: 
http://www.examiner.com/x-5324-Sacramento-Film-Examiner   [Afshin Marashi] 

Everlasting Moments (2008) - When was the last time you watched a Swedish Þlm? The leg-
endary Swedish Þlm director, Jan Troell, has produced one of the greatest Òhistorical ÞlmsÓ 
in a very long time. Set in a small Swedish town during the turbulent years before and after 
World War I, the Þlm tells the story of Maria Larsson and her working class family as they 
confront the social, cultural, and political crises of the era. Maria discovers the strange new 
technology of Òthe cameraÓ and sets out to document the everlasting moments of her times.  
http://www.examiner.com/x-5324-Sacramento-Film-Examiner [Afshin Marashi]
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First Person, Singular ....
The following is another in a series of occasional Òper-
sonal essaysÓ written by members of the history depart-
ment community. This monthÕs essay is by Greg Shep-
pard, one of the Þrst students to complete the minor in 
Middle East and Islamic Studies at Sac State

Letter from Amman, Jordan
by Greg Sheppard

! I remember when I came across a ßyer at Sac 
State that read ÒSac State will  now be 
offering Arabic.  Come take a lan-
guage needed now more than ever!Ó  
At the time I knew very little about 
the cultures and history of the Mid-
dle East, except for all of the con-
ßicts often mentioned in the news.  
As my studies continued and I met 
many students with Arab origins my 
interest in the culture continued to 
grow.  Towards the end of my under-
graduate studies, I wandered into the 
Global Education ofÞce and decided 
to look into study abroad opportuni-
ties to continue my Arabic.  There I 
saw a ßyer for the Rotary Ambassa-
dorial Scholarship, which I received 
to study in Amman, Jordan for the 
Academic Year 2008 Ð 2009.  The scholarship aims 
to promote ÒAmbassadors of goodwill and peaceÓ 
and to foster international understanding by sending 
students to study abroad.
! IÕve been studying Arabic at the University of 
Jordan, Language Center (UJLC) for the past two 
semesters.  It had been a few years since I took three 
levels of Arabic at Sac State, but the few words I re-
membered came in handy for simple things.  How-
ever, the more I learned, the more I began to dis-
cover how complex the Arabic language really is.  
One major difÞculty in studying Arabic is the differ-
ence between what is commonly taught (Modern 
Standard Arabic), and the colloquial Arabic, which 
varies in country and sometimes even by city.  Eng-
lish often well understood and spoken by many peo-

ple in Amman.  Since so many people speak English 
well and wish to improve, it can often be difÞcult to 
try to practice Arabic.  Despite the difÞculties, trav-
eling to the country and immersing oneself into the 
culture is truly the best way to successfully learn a 
language.  
! Since January I started an internship with a 
Czech Non-Governmental Organization called Peo-
ple In Need.  As of the beginning of April  I was hired 
to replace one of our program managers who was 
resettled to Texas as a refugee.  The ofÞce here in 
Amman remotely develops and manages projects in 
the Lower South of Iraq.  When I began my intern-

ship the Israeli bombing and eventual 
ground incursion into Gaza was tak-
ing place and the Head of Mission 
had me work on developing a pilot 
project.  The project will  use Masters 
and Doctoral students/graduates from 
the University of Al-Quds Public 
Health Department in Gaza to assess 
and build on the psychosocial sup-
port capacity of a target community.  
Upon completion of the project we 
will  evaluate the successes and short-
falls and seek additional funds for 
necessary adjustments and a larger 
scale implementation.  In addition to 
the pilot project in Gaza I am also 
managing a civil society develop-

ment project which facilitates community participa-
tion between local government, local NGOs and citi-
zens. 
! My experiences in the Middle East have been 
very rewarding.  For more information on the Rotary 
Ambassadorial scholarship contact a local Rotary 
club or visit www.rotary.org

Editor Õs Note: If you have a history related Òpersonal essayÓ 
that you would like to include in the ÒFirst Person, SingularÓ 
column of  The Sac State Historian then please contact Afshin 
Marashi (amarashi@csus.edu). 
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