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1.   
Gloves should be worn at ALL TIMES during laboratory activities when your instructor or lab manual indicates that they are needed. Note:  nitrile gloves must be used when we work with ethidium bromide—latex does not provide protection from this chemical.  You do not need to purchase your own gloves, but we ask that you DO NOT TAKE GLOVES AWAY FROM THE LAB FOR USE IN OTHER COURSES!! 

2.
No eating, drinking, chewing gum, etc. is allowed in the laboratory AT ANY TIME. You may bring food and drinks in a closed backpack as long as the backpack stays closed throughout the lab period.

3.
Do not handle contact lenses or apply cosmetics in the laboratory.

4.
Closed toed shoes must be worn in the laboratory.  High-heels are discouraged.

5.
Carefully perform experiments to minimize aerosols and splashes.

6.
On days in which we use live bacteria, disinfect your workspace before you begin lab and again when you are done.  

7.
Long hair must be tied back during laboratory experiments. Long hair can catch on fire or get caught in laboratory equipment.

8.
Carefully follow the rules for disposing of items in the lab. These rules are clearly outlined in your BIO 2 Lab write-ups. If you have any questions, ask your instructor or TA. NEVER dispose of items in the trash if you are unsure whether this is safe.

9.
Laboratory protocols for the day’s lab exercise MUST be understood before the start of the experiment and detailed in your lab notebook. THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT SAFETY TIP FOR WORKING IN THE LAB! Well-organized scientists can anticipate safety issues before they arise and are much less likely to rush or get confused in the lab.

10.
Use extreme caution when using glass items or sharp objects (e.g. scalpels). Discard all sharps in one of the properly designated sharps containers.  Glass and sharp items are NEVER to be placed in the regular trash.

11.
If glassware is broken, notify the instructor immediately.  Broken glass is to be cleaned up using a broom and dustpan.  Broken glass is disposed of in one of the properly designated sharps containers.

12.
If you spill water or other liquids on the floor, clean up the spill immediately to prevent yourselves or others from slipping.

13.
Immediately notify the instructor in the event of any injury or accident.

14.
Know the locations of the safety equipment in the laboratory including the fire extinguisher, eye wash station, first aid kit, and emergency telephone. (These will be pointed out to you on the first day of lab. Make sure you pay attention!)
15.
Keep work areas free of clutter. Do not block access to the exits or safety equipment in the laboratory including the fire extinguisher, eye wash station, first aid kit, and emergency telephone.

17.
Wash your hands before leaving class.

18.
No visitors are allowed in the laboratory.
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