Phil 04, Fall 09             Second Homework
Anderson

Section 02, due Wed. Sept. 23

Section 09, due Thurs. Sept. 24

1. Truth is subjective; what is true for me may not be true for you.  T or F

2. Words like “for”, “since” and “because” are conclusion indicator words.  T or F

3. Many statements are in fact true even though we don’t happen to know whether they are true or not.  T or F

4. The set of statements {Angela is younger than Chris. Diana is older than Brenda. Brenda is younger than Chris. Diana is older than Chris.} is a logically consistent set of statements.  T or F

5. The set of statements {Seven is a prime number.  Andromeda is the nearest galaxy.  My uncle Harry lives in New Jersey.}  is a logically consistent set.  

T or F

6. If someone were to randomly pick three sentences out of the newspaper from three different sections of the paper, the likelihood that those sentences could be made into an argument is (a) guaranteed, (b) highly likely but not a certainty, (c) about equally likely as not, (d) very unlikely, (e) an impossibility.  
7. Someone says: “I couldn’t go on living if I didn’t believe very strongly that there is survival after death.  Therefore there is survival after death.”

     This argument is: (a) deductively valid, (b) inductively strong, (c) inductively weak, (d) none of the above.
Problems 8 and 9 are simple exercises in deductive reasoning.  Background: the city of Dallas has exactly seven districts numbered 1-7.  The mayor must name exactly five people, each from a different district, to serve on the City Council.  Any combination of five people will do, except that if someone from district 1 is named, no one from district 5 can be named.  But if someone from 3 is named, someone from 5 must be named.  And if anyone from district 2 is named, the mayor must then name a person from district 6 to serve as well. 

8. Which, if any, of the following combinations of people from five of the seven districts  meet all of the conditions?

                 (1,2,3,6,7), (1,4,5,6,7), (2,3,4,6,7), (2,3,4,5,6), (1,2,4,5,6)
9. Assume the mayor, for political reasons, decides not to name anyone from district 7.  In that case, what other district must be excluded from representation on the City Council?   1,2,3,4 or 5?
Problems 10-15: If the text does not contain an argument, just write “no argument”.  If the text contains an argument, write out the conclusion in a single sentence.  Also, making the assumption that the premises are true, determine whether (a ) the conclusion could not be false (deductively valid), (b) the conclusion is probably true (inductively strong), (c) the conclusion is probably false  but may be true (inductively weak), or (d) not enough information given to determine whether a,b, or c is the case.

10. If the bombs are falling on London, war has started.  The bombs are falling now.  War has started.

11. Anyone willing to take the lives of innocent people for a cause is a terrorist.  Many Christians, Jews, and Muslims have taken innocent lives in the name of their religious cause.  Many Christians, Jews and Muslims have been terrorists.

12. Charlie, don’t worry about it.  You’ll get a promotion someday.  You’re working for a good company, right?  And everyone who works for a good company gets a promotion sooner or later.

13. Look at all those cars speeding, one right behind the other, all lined up perfectly straight.  They are so close to each other that if any car suddenly stops, the one behind will smash into its rear end.  So, if the first car stops suddenly, there will be a crash involving all of them.

14. Like a knife through our heart, the oil pipeline project has cut our town in two.  Politically those to its east and those to its west no longer see one another as citizens of the same town.  The division has led to mistrust, fear and open hostility.  Folks, that’s why I’m convinced that the pipeline project was a big mistake for our town.

15. Either Maggie, Jose or Ling broke the window.  Jose couldn’t have done it because he was studying in his room and was observed the whole time.  Maggie couldn’t have done it because she was out of town at the time and has witnesses to prove it.  So the guilty party had to be Ling.

16. Re: the handout “Warning: Drug Ads Can Make You Sick” by Terry Allen.

According to Allen, which of the following claims are true:

(a) Almost one-half of the country use prescription drugs.

(b) DTC ads by Big Pharma tend to exaggerate the benefits and minimize the costs of the drugs they sell.

(c) More sinister still, DTC ads often convey the false impression that many psychological or physical conditions that aren’t really health problems at all can be cured by a drug.

(d) People who believe DTC ads are too gullible.

(e) Drug companies that run DTC ads are probably motivated more by high profits rather than a concern for people’s health.

(f) The U.S. Constitution has to allow DTC ads because the First Amendment free speech clause prohibits all censorship.

(g) Doctors share part of the blame by refusing to say no to their patients who want a prescription for a drug pushed in a DTC ad.

17. In two or three sentences, summarize Allen’s rebuttal to Big Pharma’s claim that “the goal of DTC ads is to educate the public about what treatments are available”.  Use your own words; no quotes.              

