Phil 04 – Anderson           First Homework
Spring 07
For the 9 AM, MWF section, due Monday, February 12.
For the 12 Noon, TR section, due Tuesday, February 13.

1. Each of these three items is true some of the time, but only one is true all of the time.

Which one?

(a) The point of making an argument is to show the conclusion is true.

(b) The point of making an argument is to show the conclusion is true assuming the premises are true.

(c) The point of making an argument is to show the conclusion is true given that one already knows the premises are true.

2. Who is right, Fred, Anne, or perhaps neither one?

Fred: It makes good sense to take serious interest in an argument whose conclusion is a statement that, although controversial, is one you already happen to believe to be true.

Anne: It is a waste of time to take serious interest in an argument whose conclusion is a statement you already happen to believe is true.

3. Becoming a good critical reasoner is guaranteed to make for a happy life.  T or F

4. Which, if any, of the following texts are logically inconsistent:

(a) I’ve never drawn anything in my life, but if I sat down to do it now, I could produce a drawing as good as anything Picasso managed to produce.

(b) Either Yvonne or Zoe gave me this book last Tuesday.  If Yvonne gave me the book, then I would have to have been in Reno last Tuesday.  However, I was miles away from Reno on that Tuesday and Zoe has never given me anything.

(c) During the last five years I have been involved in three major accidents and several minor ones while driving my car.  The court has held me responsible for two of the major accidents.  But basically I’m a thoroughly safe driver.  I’ve simply had a run of bad luck.  
Problems 5-8, answer T or F.

5. Truth is subjective; what is true for you may not be true for me.

6. Words like “for”, “since”, and “because” are conclusion indicator words.

7. Sometimes in an ordinary text an entire argument is contained in a single declarative sentence.

8. Contradictory statements always have opposite truth-values. 

9. If someone were to randomly pick three sentences out of the newspaper from three different sections of the paper, the likelihood that those sentences could be made into an argument is (a) guaranteed, (b) highly likely, but not a certainty, (c) about equally as likely as not, (d) very unlikely, (e) an impossibility.
Problems 10-16, state (a) whether the text contains an argument or not, and (b) if it does  contain an argument, write out the conclusion in one clear sentence.  Make a COMPLETE SENTENCE, not just a fragment.  

10. You’d better not pet that dog.  She looks friendly but she’s been known to bite.

11. It’s high time professional boxing was outlawed.  Boxing almost always leads to brain damage and anything that does that ought to be done away with.  Besides, it supports organized crime.

12. Come on!  There’s nothing wrong with cheating.  Look around you!  Everybody does it.  Besides, what harm can come from one miserable freshman cheating a little in a general education course?  I mean, it isn’t like the fate of the world depends on what grade I get in an introductory philosophy course.

13. Text, problem 10, page 49.

14. Text, problem 11, page 49.

15. Text, problem 21, page 51.

16. Text, problem 22, page 51.

