Phil 190R – Fall 09             Questions on Chapter Four: Equal Liberties
Due Tuesday, November 10.
1. In Section 32 Rawls draws an important distinction between liberty in the sense of a right that one has to act in certain ways and the worth of that liberty, meaning the value to the person of having that right.  To have a right to vote, for example, is one thing; to care about voting is quite another.  I may have no interest in participating in the political realm, perhaps for religious reasons, or I may think none of the candidates are worth taking the time to vote for.  
· What does it mean to say you have the right to vote or have the freedom to vote, even if you don’t care about voting?
· Why is it important, in doing political theory, to draw this distinction between liberty and the worth of liberty?
· When politicians and the media talk about free countries as opposed to unfree countries, do they usually mean countries with extensive liberties or countries with extensive liberties that are of considerable value to people? 
2. Some critics – usually from the political left – argue that it is idle to attribute a liberty to a person if it is of no real worth to them.  
· What can Rawls say in defense of the distinction?

3. In Section 34 Rawls argues that the parties to the original position will favor an equal liberty of conscience.  
· What does this mean?

· What argument does Rawls give for equal liberty of conscience?

4. How does Rawls respond to the theist who argues the duty to obey religious and divine laws is absolute, since God is their source, and therefore the mere toleration of alternative views is tantamount to heresy and cannot be permitted?

5. In Section 36 Rawls notes that majority rule is often thought to be a threat to individual liberties, but he gives an argument in support of majority rule that is based  on liberty.  What is that argument?

6. Apathy is a common curse of modern democracies.  Rawls addresses some of the reasons for this and the corrective actions that need to be taken to foster the equal worth of our political liberties.  What sorts of things does he recommend to ensure the equal worth of political liberty?
