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Name _________________________________


This month we watched the Frontline video, "The Persuaders."  In the video, we were acquainted with Republican political consultant Frank Luntz.  The video tells us that "Frank Luntz doesn't do issues;  he does language around issues.  He figures out what words will best sell an issue and he polls them and he tests them and he focus groups them and he comes up, issue by issue, with how to talk about it and how not to talk about it."

For this assignment you are going to become a political strategist like Frank Luntz, but without the focus groups.  You will take one of the policy issues or pieces of legislation in American history and "wordsmith" it .  You will have to research your policy area to complete the assignment.  Then answer the questions on the back page, in a typed, double-spaced format, on a separate sheet of paper that is stapled to this assignment sheet.  Total:  20 points.  Due in class on May 2, 2005.
	Pre-Civil War 
Monroe Doctrine (1823)
Emancipation Proclamation (1863)
1900-1945 

Selective Service Act (1917)
Sedition Act (1918) 
Prohibition (1920-1933)
Emergency Quota (Johnson) Act (1921)
Social Security Act (1935)
1946-1979
 Internal Security (McCarran) Act (1950)
Peace Corps (founded 1961)
Voting Rights Act (1965)
Affirmative Action (1970s)
Equal Rights Amendment (approved by Congress and sent to states for ratification 1972)
1980-Current 
Patriot Act (2002)
Clear Skies Initiative (2002)
No Child Left Behind (2002) 
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Name _______________________

1.  What policy or act did you decide to do?

2.  What does the policy or act say?

3.  When was it passed or proposed?

4.  What were the important events going on when it was passed or proposed?

5.  Who favored it and why?

6.  Who opposed it and why?

7.  List any special impact that it had on particular demographic groups.

8.  Is the current title truthful or does it mask the content of your policy or act?

9.  Which target audiences are likely to see the title as misleading?

10.  Which group(s) of people would favor keeping the name as is and why?

11.  Which group(s) of people would want to change the name and why?  What more accurate phrase or title might they use instead?

