HRS 134 -- Suggested Questions for Essay #2

1.
Do you think Jean Racine's Phaedra gives a pessimistic interpretation of the human condition?  Take into consideration Racine's understanding of God and the doctrine of predestination, his ideas of human nature and love, the nature of guilt, the possibilities of virtue, etc.

2.
The character of Phaedra in Racine's play is one of the most famous in dramatic literature.  Is she a moral monster?  Or is she essentially a virtuous person in the hands of an implacable fate?  What makes her suffering so intense?  Base your answer on a careful analysis of the text.

3.
Molière's plays are usually described as "comedies of manners," in which the author (gently) mocks certain psychological types who exaggerate common social behaviors.  Pick two of these including "Le bourgeois gentilhomme" (obvious other choices would include "L'Avare" and "Tartuffe").  Describe the behaviors Molière is mocking and indicate the attitudes that the author "preaches" in the two plays.

4.
Do you think Manon in Manon Lescaut is a femme fatale ("an irresistibly attractive woman who leads men into danger or down the path to destruction")?  Is she essentially an evil person who is responsible for the sufferings and misfortunes of Des Grieux.

5.
Do you think the main characters in Manon Lescaut are superficial, "flat" characters?  Or are they "deep," interesting and well-rounded characters who hold the attention of the attentive reader?

6.
Do you think Manon was essentially "a child trapped in a woman's body?"

