TRISTAN AND ISEULT -- STUDY QUESTIONS

Ambience of the story: like a fairy tale? Is it Christian or pagan (Celtic)?

What is the code of military chivalry; the ideal Christian knight? How strong are the feudal ties between lord and vassal?

How is love between Tristan and Iseult depicted? passionate? sexual? eternal? obsessive? uplifting? mysterious (beginning)? What is its relation with physical nature?

The story ends tragically. What (who) is responsible? What is the relation between the love of the lovers and society? The Church; Tristan's lord; other members of society (Ogrin)?

I Is the profane love of the lovers somehow related to Christian love? Is God somehow on their side?

What does all this say about the status and image of women? the status of heterosexual love? Is this the beginning of romantic love?

