HIST/HRS 127 – Exam Questions for Bainton


Spring 2010

1.
Describe Martin Luther’s spiritual crisis before 1517, and how his reading of Romans showed him the way out.  What do works, faith, Luther’s image of God, and his feelings about the Church have to do with it?  What were his Anfechtungen?  Was Luther a neurotic man?
2.
Do you agree with Erasmus that by 1530 there was no longer any possibility of reconciliation between Luther and the Catholic Church?  Which divisions might have been bridged?  What were the main issues that stood in the way?  (You may use Erasmus’ list as an outline.)

3. 
In the mid 1520s Luther seemed still unsure about how he wanted to organize his church of believers.  In what sense was Luther “caught in the middle” between the Church and the “radicals” by the mid 1520s.  What was the consequence of this situation on his concept of the organization of the new Church?  What was the “territorial church”?  What was its impact on Germany?

