Hist/HRS 169


Sample IDs from Exam #1: All Received 4.5 or 5.0
Garbo: Garbo was so beautiful that she stands out in a crowd.  Instantly our eyes are drawn to her.  In “Flesh and the Devil” she plays the woman between two friends.  Her acting shows her alluring, captivating, and mysterious for men, sympathetic for ruining a friendship, and worried how it will end.  She comes across as mysterious, alone (without being lonely), and graceful.  Her style is subtle but believable. She outshines her costars and wins America’s hears with her mysterious beauty and grace.

Shirley Temple in “The Little Princess”: the film was a close rendition of Pickford’s film except for the ending.  Shirley Temple was much more of an entertainer than an actress.  She could dance and sing; she was loud, cute, sweet, and enthusiastic.  This film affected the way viewers saw Mary Pickford, because they associated Shirley with Pickford.  Shirley Temple was also childlike, adorable, and some say more sexual and sensual than Pickford.
The Mutual Film Corporation Decision of 1915 was a U.S. Supreme Court decision that broke up “Edison’s Trust (he had attempted to gain a monopoly over the film industry).  However, the Independent film companies that had defied Edison were already strong at the time of the decision.  More important, the court declared movies to be primarily a business and not art.  This opened the way for further censorship in the film industry.

In the Lincoln Assassination scene in ‘Birth of a Nation’ you can see how editing developed.  There is no longer just a 25th row shot.  It starts with an establishing shot, and a shot of the couple in the audience that draws us into the scene.  There is parallel editing between the assassin, his gun, and the audience outside.  There are also close-ups and wide shots where you can see many people.  This scene is an excellent early example of classical editing developed by D.W. Griffith
Adolph Zukor, like other movie moguls, came from humble beginnings to become a cornerstone of the film industry.  He created the first integrated studio with production, distribution, and exhibition functions.  Blockbooking was his selling of a block of films – perhaps – at a time to a theater owner to force the less known films in the bunch on the theaters.  The theaters would have to take them because they wanted the two or three top star films in the block.
