Student Essay on the Curve of Mary Pickford’s and Douglas Fairbanks’ Relationship. 
Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks could be described as opposites.  Pickford was a devoted worker and businesswoman.  She was hardworking and was something of a loner.  She had a very close relationship with her mother Charlotte, with whom she shared a ‘behind closed doors’ drinking habit.  Fairbanks on the other hand was a perpetual kid.  He was athletic, acrobatic and an action-oriented man.  He liked to travel and enjoyed his role as an actor, as a star in Hollywood, and as the husband of Pickford.  It was these opposites that attracted them to one another at the beginning.  Fairbanks was a welcome departure and change from Owen Moore, Pickford’s first disaster of a husband.
The beginning of their relationship was happy and devoted and loving.  They relished each other’s company and worked together closely in the 1920s.  Fairbanks and Pickford reigned over Hollywood at Pickfair, a palatial estate and mansion.  As the king and queen of Hollywood, they had many lavish parties frequented by celebrities and were the ‘face’ of happiness and respectability to the public.  Whitfield’s book on Pickford’s fame in Hollywood describes this time by stating that the two always saved the first and last dance for one another.  Additionally they were very busy with a host of movies, business deals, and some action behind the camera.  This lavish and happy lifestyle, their constant state of movement and busyness, and their concern to ‘save face’ in the public eye kept them content for a while.

Unfortunately after Pickford’s mother passed away in the late 20s, the opposites that once attracted began to break them apart.  Pickford became more of a recluse and began heavy drinking.  Fairbanks was often absent at this time with heavy traveling, lack of attention and responsibility, and he acquired a roving eye.  He began seeing with a well-off English woman who claimed to be a duchess; he eventually married her.  At the same time, Fairbanks became extremely jealous and possessive of his wife, at one point refusing to let her dance with the Prince of Wales.  Fairbanks just never grew up; he continued acting like an adolescent.
Ultimate the very qualities that had brought the two together gradually pushed them apart.  A decline in their star power as Hollywood moved into the sound era, their frequent absences from one another, the death of Charlotte, and pressure from the public also played a role in their moving toward divorce.

