Sr. Wendy’s Story of Painting: Three Golden Ages
17th century: Golden Ages of Painting simultaneously in three different countries.

Holland – land of middle class merchants and money.


Different genres available.


Vermeer of Delft, “Woman at the Window”



Poetry of interior light; painting of stillness and silence.


Rembrandt – the painter of inner psychological light; a psychological and 


spiritual sensitivity that enable him to peer into the souls of people.



Focus on self-portraits

Spain in the 17th century: power and formality; Philip IV as art lover.


Velazquez – probably Spain’s greatest painter.


“Las Meninas” – Wendy considers it the greatest painting ever?  Element of 


mystery; multiple viewpoints, multiple interpretations; the painter as the 


main in control; he can stop time; the dignity of art.

Rome, 1650 – unlikely place for the French Golden Age.


Poussin and Lorrain – classicism; serenity; love for classical times.


Nicolas Poussin – intellectual and poetic.



Rebecca and Eliazar” – despite classical style, attention to individual 



reactions of women at well; meditation on meaning of marriage for 


young women; rely on trust to take risk in the world of men.


Claude Lorrain – a perfect world of luminous golden light, idyllic landscapes, 


and the classical past.



“Landscape…Psyche…Apollo.”  A vision of perfection in landscape; the 



action and the architecture are subordinate.
