Sr. Wendy’s Story of Painting: The Renaissance
Florence 1420 – the most important city in the history painting; “a new sense of what it means to 
be painting.

Masaccio the revolutionary – Brancacci Chapel


Adam and Eve – deep feeling, dignity and responsibility in the midst of suffering.

Fra Angelico’s angels.

Botticelli – secular subject matter: classical mythology.


Wendy’s analysis of ‘Venus and Mars.’

Mantua 1450 – ruled by Ludovico Gonzaga.


Andrea Montagna – realism; sculpturesque solidity; imaginary landscapes; trompe l’oeil.

Piero della Francesca – “batters the chaos of the world into harmony” through linear perspective.

Leonardo da Vinci – universal man interested in everything.


Wendy’s analysis of ‘Mona Lisa’

Rome c. 1500 – the High Renaissance: where Julius II begins building of St. Peter’s complex.


Raphael’s painting in papal apartments – “existential” story of Peter’s dream of escape 


from prison.


Michelangelo also works for Julius.



“Captives”



“Sistine Chapel Ceiling” – Adam, God and Eve – energy.




Beauty – young male, thinking body.



“Conversion of St. Paul” – Michelangelo realizes he is post-Renaissance.
