History 50 -- Possible Questions for Essay #4

1) 
The western tradition of romantic love appears to have its origin in medieval romances like Tristan and Iseult.  Romantic love has the following components: it has a mysterious origin; it is obsessive; it is spiritual and ennobling; it is incompatible with society (marriage and fealty to one's lord) and religion; it has an uplifting and tragic ending.  Determine the extent to which this story is a part of this tradition.

2)
The story of "Tristan and Iseult" is set in Christianized Europe of the


Middles Ages, yet, the tale contains aspects of paganism, such as sorcery


and magic. How does religious belief and practice influence the events of


the story? Do you think the presence of both Christian and pagan thought


in "Tristan and Iseult" reveal religious syncretism in Europe of this


period?

3)
The "courtly love" tradition in Medieval European literature represents

women with idealized virtues, such as piety and beauty. In the story of


Tristan and Iseult, does Iseult (the Fair) fit this characterization?


Describe how Iseult is portrayed and how her virtues are revealed.  Are 


there events or circumstances in the story that offer different


perceptions of women, perhaps suggesting negative or less respectful 


attitudes in portraying the female gender?

