HIST/HRS 127 – Suggested Essay Questions for Test #1

Spring 2005
1.
By reference to the New Testament (and Old Testament, if relevant), determine whether the Protestant position (as defined by Luther and Calvin) or the position of the Catholic Counter-Reformation is closer to scripture.  Focus on the plan of salvation (faith and works; predestination), the understanding of the nature of the Church, the sacraments (especially Baptism and the Eucharist), the status of the clergy, etc.  Please be balanced and open-minded!  Base yourself on the texts.

2.
Was Martin Luther a neurotic man?  How did he experience God?  Illustrate ways in which his mental tensions (neuroses) led to his break with the Catholic Church and the formation of a Reformation theology.
3.
Do you agree with Erasmus that by about 1525 there was no longer any possibility of reconciliation between Luther and the Catholic Church?  What were the main issues that might have been resolved?  What were the main issues standing in the way?
4.
Write an essay to determine whether Calvin and Luther agree on most important issues, as assert Dillenberger and Welch, or whether they have significant differences.  The important thing is to determine whether their differences, of which there are several, would be enough to divide their followers.  Do you think there is such a thing as a central Reformation theology?

5.
Did the English Reformation strike a “via media” between the full continental Protestant position and the stance of the Catholic Counter-Reformation?  Focus on the characteristics of the Church of England in the late 16th century under Elizabeth I.  Incorporate in your answer the relevance of the terms ‘catholic’ and ‘broad.’

6. 
Although John Wesley always vehemently insisted that he was a loyal member of the Church of England, his movement was clearly headed toward separation in his later years; the process of separation was completed after his death. Discuss the forces and structures within the Methodist movement and its impact on its environment (especially the Church of England) that promoted this separation. Was there any way to avoid separation?

7. 
Imagine yourself a well-educated bishop of moderate opinions in the Church of England, who is confronted with the activities of John Wesley and the Methodist movement in the 1750’s. Write a letter to a fellow bishop expressing your views on Wesley and his ministry. What do you think of his theology (e.g., justification through faith and sanctification), the activities of the Methodist societies, his relations with the Church of England? Do you think Methodism overall a good or bad thing for religion in England?

8. 
Write an essay on the roots of John Wesley’s conversion experience in 1738, focusing on V.H.H. Green’s idea that it represented a melding/integration of his personality that released great focused, constructive energy. You might consider his family and social background, his tender conscience, his experiences in Oxford, the Holy Club, the Church of England and Georgia, his study and readings, the impact of the Moravians, etc.

9.
V.H.H. Green calls John Wesley’s ideas on salvation/justification as “a sage Arminianism” i.e., that Christ died for all people, and not just for an elect.  Write an essay on the interplay between faith and works in Wesley’s theology.  Do you agree that there was an evolution from emphasis on works in his Oxford days, to faith in the years after 1738, and then back to works in later years when he was locked in conflict with the Calvinist evangelicals?

10. 
Comment on some of the similarities and differences between the conversion experiences and early ministry of Martin Luther and John Wesley.
