HRS 135: Suggested Essay Questions for First Essay

Spring 2003
1.
Develop an interpretation of why Werther commits suicide in Goethe’s Werther.  What was he like at the beginning of the novel?  Did nature have an impact on him?  What was the impact of his attachment to Charlotte?  What was it about Werther that caused rejection to lead to suicide?  Was his suicide an admission of defeat?  Base your essay on the text.

2.
Is Werther a novel of despair?

3.
It would be difficult to find a more “Romantic” view of nature than the one in Goethe’s Werther.  Describe the image of nature in this famous book.  Is it consistent throughout the book?  Does it include a relation to human society?  Does Werther have a psychological relationship to it?  Is nature related to God?  How does Goethe’s image of nature differ from that of Rousseau?

4.
What is your judgment of Charlotte in Werther?  Is she constructive, virtuous and sensible?  Do you approve of her behavior?  Were there elements of irresponsibility, inconsistency and “flightiness” in her personality?

5.
The Romantic Era in painting is somewhat paradoxical since the painters tended to have different styles.  In a summary essay consider the painting styles of Goya, Friedrich and Turner to determine how they differ and what they have in common.  How is it possible to call them all "Romantic?"  Focus on the analysis of one or two paintings of each artist.  Include pictures (color or black and white) in an appendix.

6.
Select three Romantic poets among the ones read in class.  Using examples from the poetry, point out salient differences in their poetic styles and subject matter, and yet determine what it is they all have in common that makes them all 'Romantic.'

7.
Do you think the subject of Coleridge's "Kubla Khan" is the process of artistic creation told in sexual imagery, and the social rejection of the artist as a threat to civilization?

8.
Compare the images of nature presented by William Wordsworth (e.g., "Tintern Abbey"), Percy Bysshe Shelley in "Ode to the West Wind," and John Keats in "Ode to a Nightingale."

