Syllabus

Philosophy  of Religion, Dundon

Spring 2006, MW 3-4:15, Menodocino 3009
Texts: Western Philosophies of Religion,  by Wayne P. Pomerleau.

 Handbook on Reasoning and Writing in Philosophy  by Stan Dundon.

The Undesigned Designer, by Stan Dundon. Forms and added reading will be provided by Prof. Dundon
Catalog Description: Inquiry into the concepts and presuppositions of religion. 3 units

Extended Description:
This course is devoted not to the philosophic study of various revealed religions (religions based on privileged information about God which could only have come directly from God), but to the philosophic questions underlying religion itself. The question is: What does the human intellect know about the existence and nature of God, apart from anything which revealed religions believe He has told us about Him(her)self?  


Because, however, it has become more popular in recent years, especially since 9/11, to claim that certain revealed religions contain in their very revealed materials beliefs which war against the rational mind of humans and against the good order of a civil society, we will examine some revealed beliefs to determine whether these charges are true or not. For that reason, an additional required reading will be the shortest available early account of the beginnings of Christianity, The Gospel According to Mark (about 17 pages). This is required reading for which you can use any version or read at http://www.ewtn.com/library/SCRIPTUR/MARK.TXT.  Relevant parts of the Qur'an (Koran) will be assigned in class, the text is available at: http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/HolKora.html. 
Note slight adjustment in dates due for homework and public presentations
____________________________________________________________________

 In general  you should do the "First Segment" Reading for the first week of each two week portion of the class and the "Second Segment"  for the second week.
Weeks 1-2 (1/23-2/1)
READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):


1st  segment: Start  Dundon's Handbook & Pomerleau pp. 1-32.
2nd segment:  Finish Dundon's Handbook and Pomerleau pp. 33-66


First Monday: Introduction to Logic,  Group Formation, Description and Motivation for Phil. 131.      

First Wed.: Epistemologies and their Relationships to Natural Theology

Second Mon: Special Event for week 3 announced: Student choice of  two applications of question: Are there a priori   restrictions on what is a philosophic definition of “adequate ultimate explanation” in (1.) biological beginnings, (2.) para-normal phenomena. Dundon will provide the readings
Special reading in preparation for Week 2:  Dundon's Undesigned Designer 
Second Wed.: Lecture and Discussion  on 1st Segment Reading and on argument analysis techniques and the Undesigned Designer. 
 Week 3(2/6)
READINGS 
Dundon's Undesigned Designer completed

 Mon.: Lecture/Defense of broad definition of ultimate explanation in biology or in the paranormal by Dundon,  Take-Home Analysis Technique                                                                                                            Wed :Take-home Analysis of Argument #1 distributed. Completion of Monday’s examination of ultimate explanation  (Analysis # 1Due next Monday and Corrected in Class, no credit for late analyses due to in-class correction.).                                                                                                            

Weeks 4- 5 (2/13-2/22)
READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):
1st  segment: Pomerleau pp. 67-80, Hand-Book  section on objections
2nd segment: Pomerleau 80-95

First Mon.: Correction of Take Home Analysis Lecture on via negativa. and on week's readings,                                                                                               
First Wed.: (See Phil 131 TASKS list) .                                                                                                          
Second Mon.: Lecture and Discussion  on 1st& 2nd Segment Readings 
Second Wed :(2/22) Student Group One: In Class Public Formal Argumentation Take-home Analysis of Arguments  (Due next Monday) Lecture and discussion on readings 
Weeks 6—7(2/27-3/8) READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):
1st  segment: Pomerleau pp. 105-126, Hand-Book  section on writing/refuting arguments.2nd segment: Pomerleau pp. 127-140
First Mon.: Correction of Take Home Analysis #2  Lecture on attacking and defending arguments and on week's readings,                                                                                               

First Wed.: Discussion of Immortality of the Soul: Rational or Non-Rational?
Second Mon.: Lecture and Discussion  on 1st& 2nd Segment Readings 
Second Wed :( 3/8) Student Group Two In Class Public Formal Argumentation(See Phil 131 TASKS list) and Take-home Analysis of Arguments #3 Distributed (i.e ready to download)  (Due  Monday after Spring Break) 
Weeks 8--9 READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):
1st  segment: Pomerleau pp. 154-197, Hand-Book  section on objections
2nd segment: Pomerleau pp.214-262
First Mon.: Correction of Take Home Analysis # 3 Lecture on a famous passage by Hume and on week's readings,                                                                          T                     

First Wed.: (3/22)  Student Group Three:  In Class Public Formal Argumentation(See Phil 131 TASKS list). .                                                                                                          

Second Mon.: Lecture and Discussion  on 1st& 2nd Segment Readings Help with next homework assignment. 
Second Wed :Take-home Analysis of Arguments # 4   (Download today and Due next Monday) Lecture and discussion on readings 
Weeks 10—11 (4/3-4/12) READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):
1st  segment: Pomerleau pp. 301-320,
2nd segment: Pomerleau pp. 363-386
First Mon.: Correction of Take Home Analysis #4 Lecture on topic from Student presentations and on week's readings,                                                                                               

First Wed.: Student Group Four In Class Public Formal Argumentation(See Phil 131 TASKS list).                                                                                                      

Second Mon.:(4/10) Lecture and Discussion  on 1st& 2nd Segment Readings 
Second Wed :Take-home Analysis of Arguments #5  (Due next Monday) Lecture and discussion on readings
Weeks 12—13 (4/17-4/26) READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):1st  segment: Pomerleau pp. 432-473,
2nd segment: Pomerleau pp. 482-491

First Mon.: Correction of Take Home Analysis #5 Lecture on James and the role of the will in faith.  Modern “fear of God.”                                                                                               

First Wed.: Student Group Five: In Class Public Formal Argumentation(See Phil 131 TASKS list. .                                                                                                          

Second Mon.: Lecture and Discussion  on 1st& 2nd Segment Readings 
Second Wed :Take-home Analysis of Arguments #6  (Due next Monday) Lecture and discussion on readings 
Weeks 14—15 (5/1-5/10)  READINGS (all numbers are inclusive):1st  segment: Pomerleau pp. 497-528  2nd segment: Pomerleau pp. 529-557
First Mon.: Correction of Take Home Analysis #6 Lecture on Anthony Flew’s desertion of atheism, and on week's readings,                                                                                               

First Wed.: Student Group Six:  In Class Public Formal Argumentation(See Phil 131 TASKS list) .   

Second Mon. Lecture and Discussion  on, and distribution of,  the Readings for the Final 
Second Wed : Assistance with analyses to be required during the final.
Note on Final Examination:  Use your prep time studying the readings which are the texts you will have to analyze and defend/attack and making sure you do not repeat technical mistakes you may have made on homework assignments. The final will be identical to homework. This means that there is no “comprehensive” character to the final.
