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CHAPTER 2

A careful analysis of the teacher-student relationship at
any level, inside or outside the school, reveals jts funda-
mentally narrative character. This relationship involves a
narrating Subject (the teacher) and patient, listening
objects (the students). The contents, whether values or
empirical dimensions of reality, tend in the process of being
narrated to become lifeless and petrified. Education is suf-
fering from narration sickness.

The teacher talks about reality as if it were motjonless,
static, compartmentalized, and predictable. Or else he ex-
pounds on a topic completely alien to the existential
experience of the students. His task is to “fill” the stu-
dents with the contents of his narration—contents which
are detached from reality, disconnected from the totality
that engendered them and could give them significance.
Words are emptied of their concreteness and become a
hollow, alienated, and alienating verbosity.

The outstanding characteristic of this narrative educa-
tion, then, is the sonority of words, not their transforming
power. “Four times four is sixteen; the capital of Para is
Belém.” The student records, memorizes, and repeats these
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the authenticity of the students thinking. The teacher
cannot think for his students, nor can he impose his
thought on them. Authentic thinking, thinking that is con-
cerned about reality, does not take place in ivory tower
isolation, but only in communication. If it is true that
thought has meaning only when generated by action upon
the world, the subordination of students to teachers be-
comes impossible.

Because banking education begins with a false under-
standing of men as objects, it cannot promote the develop-
ment of what Fromm calls “biophily,” but instead produces
its opposite: “necrophily.”

While life is characterized by growth in a structured, functional man-
ner, the necrophilous person loves all that does not grow, all that is
mechanical. The necrophilous person is driven by the desire to trans-
form the organic into the inorganic, to approach life mechanically,
as if all living persons were things. . . . Memory, rather than ex-
perience; having, rather than being, is what counts. The necrophilous
person can relate to an object—a flower or a person—only if he
possesses it; hence a threat to his possession is a threat to himself;
if he loses possession he loses contact with the world. . . . He loves
control, and in the act of controlling he kills life.

Oppression—overwhelming control—is necrophilic; it is
nourished by love of death, not life. The banking concept
of education, which serves the interests of oppression, is
also necrophilic. Based on a mechanistic, static, natural-
istic, spatialized view of consciousness, it transforms stu-
dents into receiving objects. It attempts to control thinking
and action, leads men to adjust to the world, and inhibits
their creative power.

When their efforts to act responsibly are frustrated, when
they find themselves unable to use their faculties, men
suffer. “This suffering due to impotence is rooted in the

4. Fromm, op. cir., p. 41.
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very fact that the human equilibrium has been a._m-
turbed.” ® But the inability to act which causes men's
anguish also causes them to reject their impotence, by

attempting

. . . to restore [their] capacity to act. But can [they], and how? O._._m
way is to submit to and identify with a person or group having
power. By this symbolic participation in another person’s life, T:mm
have] the illusion of acting, when in reality [they] only submit to an

become a part of those who act.®

Populist manifestations perhaps best oxo.Bw:Q this type
of behavior by the oppressed, who, by identifying with
charismatic leaders, come to feel that they themselves are
active and effective. The rebellion they express as they
emerge in the historical process is .Bosﬁ:m.a by that desire
to act effectively. The dominant elites nosma.ﬂ. the nmam&\
to be more domination and repression, carried out .5 the
name of freedom, order, and social peace (that is, the
peace of the elites). Thus they can oo:aoB:lLom_nm:vx
from their point of view—"the violence of a strike by
workers and [can] call upon the state in the same breath
to use violence in putting down the strike.””

Education as the exercise of domination stimulates the
credulity of students, with the E.oo_owmn.a m.EoE (often
not perceived by educators) of indoctrinating them to
adapt to the world of oppression. This accusation is not
made in the naive hope that the aoEmsmE.m_:mm will thereby
simply abandon the practice. Its objective is to call the
attention of true humanists to the fact that they cannot use
banking educational methods in the mEmEH. of liberation,
for they would only negate that very pursuit. Nor may a

5. Ibid., p. 31.

. 1bid. .
w. Wnﬁ:roa Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society (New York,

1960), p. 130.
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having more, egotistically: a form of dehumanization. Not
that it is not fundamental to have in order to be human.
Precisely because it is necessary, some men’s having must
not be allowed to constitute an obstacle to others’ having,
must not consolidate the power of the former to crush the
latter.

Problem-posing education, as a humanist and liberating
praxis, posits as fundamental that men subjected to dom-
ination must fight for their emancipation. To that end, it
enables teachers and students to become Subjects of the
educational process by overcoming authoritarianism and
an alienating intellectualism; it also enables men to over-
come their false perception of reality. The world—no
longer something to be described with deceptive words—
becomes the object of that transforming action by men
which results in their humanization.

Problem-posing education does not and cannot serve
the interests of the oppressor. No oppressive order could
permit the oppressed to begin to question: Why? While
only a revolutionary society can carry out this education in
systematic terms, the revolutionary leaders need not take
full power before they can employ the method. In the
revolutionary process, the leaders cannot utilize the bank-
ing method as an interim measure, justified on grounds
of expediency, with the intention of later behaving in a
genuinely revolutionary fashion. They must be revolution-
ary—that is to say, dialogical-—from the outset.
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