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172 Behind the Scenes

to consider and reconsider his intentions as a writer and the effects the words
on the page will have on readers. They help him see what he can work on in
revision and what he might deal with in his ongoing work as a writer.

Sharing Ideas

*  What are your experiences with responding to other students’ writing?
Have you done so in other classes? How did that work out? Were you able
to discuss your responses? In small groups or large groups? Which situa-
tion did you like best?

* Do you have any papers where others have responded to your writing?
Collect one or more and see how the responses stack up against Rick’s
guidelines. Having read his essay, what would you say your respondent
did well and needs to learn to do better?

* In the same way, after everyone in your small group responds to a first
paper. go over those papers/responses together in a group and look at what
was done and what could be done to improve the quality of responses. In
addition, you might try to characterize each of you as a responder: What
are your habits? What character/persona do you take on? Would you like
to be responded to by the responder you find you are through this group
analysis?

e Look at Hint Sheet J in this collection. How do my suggestions for
response to student writers sound the same or different from Rick’s sug-
gestions? Do we come from the same “school” of responding or do we
suggest different approaches? Characterize the differences or similarities
you find.

* Rick shows you a responder—Jeremy—and the comments he wrotc on
Todd’s paper. If you were Todd, how would you feel about Jeremy's )
responses? Do you agrec with Rick’s analysis of Jeremy’s comments?
What three or four additional things would you tell Todd about his paper?

*  What are your insights into responding? What has worked for you? What
do you wish people would do or not do when they respond to your writ-
ing? What would make you most inclined to listen to responses and use
them to change your work?
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