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Project ACT “LESSON STUDY” PLANNING TEMPLATE( Year 2: 2006-2007)
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	Grade(s):
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Facilitator and other advisors:

Organization of your group (Include meeting schedule, meeting structure, process for setting deadlines & milestones)
Budget:  roughly, how will you use the allocated supplies fees from ACT?
	Step 1: Your Students’ Learning Profiles

	What are the demographics of the community?  (The kind of information you are looking for includes the geographic location and population of the community and school, the socio-economic profile, race or ethnic breakdown, and any other factors that could either challenge or support your teaching and the students’ learning.)
Key factors about your classes that will influence your planning and teaching.  (Describe what your students can do as well as what they are still learning to do. Include information about Academic development, Language development, Social development, and Socio-economic and cultural context.)

	Step 2: Narrowing the Gap

	Think about your students in terms of analytical, practical and creative thinking.  What characteristics of these thinking abilities do your students currently display?

What gaps do you see between acquiring a balance of these three thinking skills and how children are actually developing in your classes?  
Discuss these gaps with your group.  Write a group goal related to narrowing the gap.
Provide a Narrative Overview of a unit that will help you achieve that goal.

What Big Ideas Characterize This Unit?  

A big idea lies at the heart of your topic and yields the depth and breadth of your topic. 



	 Step 3:  What Evidence Will You Gather?

	What diagnostic assessments will you use to assess prior knowledge; practical, creative & analytical skills; and misconceptions? (Attach an actual diagnostic assessment)
What  formative assessments will you use to inform student understanding throughout the unit? (This should include a balance of analytical, creative& practical assessments.)
What summative assessment(s) of student learning will you use?  What do you expect these summative assessments to tell you in terms of student understanding and inquiry skills?  Have you included a balance of analytical, creative& practical assessments? (Attach your summative assessment)
Outline your plan for making sense of the assessment evidence you have included.  Include specific criteria will you use to evaluate student understanding and inquiry within the 3 domains of analytical, creative & practical intelligence (Attach rubrics and/or other applicable evaluation criteria).



Step 4:  Design Your Instructional Blueprint
 (Expand boxes to whatever space you need to record information for each lesson in your unit)
	Lessons
	Content & Performance Objectives 


	Essential Questions

	Instructional Strategies and Learning Tasks to Support Successful Intelligence

	Formative Assessments
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	Step 5:  Write your “study” lesson

	Select ONE lesson from the sequence of lessons & activities in Step 4.  This lesson will be your team’s “study” lesson.

Name of the Lesson:  

Purpose (Why are you teaching this lesson?  How is this study lesson related to the lesson study “gap” and “goal(s)”?

Objectives

Materials and Safety Precautions (List all materials and resources to carry out this lesson. Then talk about potential safety issues and how you will assure necessary precautions are followed)  
Procedures (Outline the steps of the lesson in enough detail so somebody else could teach the lesson)
Differentiation (Successful Intelligence) (How will instruction be differentiated to incorporate a balance of analytical, creative and practical activities that meet the needs of all students?  What room arrangements, student groupings and planning details should be considered?  What specific accommodations, scaffolds or strategies will you use to help students?) 
What Should Observers Be Looking For? (What evidence will help you know students achieved the objectives for this lesson? Major challenges for the students?  The teacher? What feedback will be most useful?)
What Else Do You Want to Learn About This Lesson?
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