
Psychology of Instruction
Agenda – January 27, 2010

8:30 – 12:00
1. Intros 
2. Class Overview
3. Syllabus & Assignment Details
4. Education Philosophy Survey
5. Small group activity
6. Essential Questions for Reading
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What this class is about . . .

1. Applying sound educational psychology 
principles to real-life classroom teaching

2. Creating a dynamic unit using these 
principles and “backwards designing”

3. Integrating differentiation strategies 
supported by best practices and sound 
research

-2-



3

Textbooks
Essentials of Educational Psychology, 2nd Edition 
(2009). Jeanne Ellis Ormrod 
Handouts, including:
Teaching the Science Class You Never Had, by 
David Jelinek, Ph.D., is available electronically 
with the understanding that you will only 
download and print one copy for yourself. 

This is the PDF version of the textbook that will be 
published by Allyn & Bacon in 2011. All legal copyright 
issues apply.
The link to this textbook is provided on the course 
website and requires a password (which I will provide)
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Getting into SacCT

SacLink account is needed.  If you do not 
have this go to go to 
http://www.csus.edu/webct/student/ and click 
on the “SacLink Account” link.
Other SacCT info and tutorials are also 
available at this link.
You can access SacCT from 
www.csus.edu/indiv/j/jelinekd
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In 
small 
groups . . .
1. Take 15 minutes to read about the educational 

philosophy you’ve been assigned, then discuss 
what a school based on this perspective might 
look like in terms of its curriculum, teaching 
strategies, and mood.

2. Create a simple visual and choose a 
spokesperson to report back to the rest of us.



For next week . . .
Read “Cases” assignment details (from website)
Preview the Ormrod Table of Contents & 
consider a case (and an alternate) you’d like to 
do
Familiarize yourself with the lesson plan 
template on the web site
Read Ormrod, pp 281-287; plus
“Designing Units that Work”: Read Phase 3, 
Attachment 4: “Lesson Plans”;
“Writing Learning Objectives” handout
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Questions to Ponder as you do 
the reading for next week . . .
1. What is a lesson plan?
2. What are the 8 components of a lesson 

plan?
3. What is an essential question?
4. What is a student objective?
5. What is formative assessment?
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