The Resource Challenge

You are a team of geologists, petroleum engineers and mining engineers forming a new resource exploration company.  You have identified three regions of current and past plate boundaries that may be good regions to explore for either petroleum, for minerals, or for both.  While you have identified these three broad regions as possible places to explore, you have not yet done a detailed analysis of the potential for minerals or petroleum in each region.

You have a meeting scheduled with a group of investors who are considering investing $100 million dollars in this exploration effort.  Your job is to convince them to invest that money with a presentation that lays out the evidence for the best way to use those funds.

In order to prepare your presentation, you will need to:

1. Compare the three regions for their potential for minerals and/or petroleum.  For each region, you will identify the plate boundaries (current and past) there.  

· Next you will identify what minerals might be found there, and how those minerals were concentrated there.

· Then you will identify whether petroleum is likely to be found there.

2.  Choose which area you want to explore.  For that area, decide how much of your resources you want to spend on mineral exploration, and how much on petroleum exploration.

3.  Finally, prepare your presentation for your investors.  The presentation must include these things:

· Which area you will explore

· What resources you expect to find there and why

· Be sure to explain how any minerals there would have accumulated

· Explain why this would be a good area for petroleum (if it is)

