Addressing the Population Problem

I.
Why does fertility decline in some societies?

a. Demographic transition

1. As economic level of a country increases, death rates decline.

2. Later, as economic level continues to increase, fertility rates decline.
b. Other factors influencing family size
c. Are children perceived as economic asset or liability? 
1. Are children needed for security in one’s old age?
2. Do children contribute to family income?
3. Do children require expenditures of money until they reach adulthood or finish college?
d. Is infant or childhood mortality high?
1. If you have low expectation of a particular child surviving to adulthood, are you more or less likely to have another child? 
e. Is education accessible?

1. While one is in school, one typically don’t begin raising a family

2. Education increases number of economic opportunities.  One is not as dependent upon offspring for survival.  Children become less of an economic asset & more of an economic liability as income increases. 
f. Is education accessible to all?

1. If education is only accessible to men, then women begin to have children at earlier age.

2. Obtaining education reduces number of years women has to bear children.  If you are in school until 22-yrs, then likely you will not have your 1st child until ~23 yrs (In US- current average age of 1st birth is 23). 
3. Access to education increases job/career opportunities for women.  When being a mother is not the only socially acceptable occupation, women choose to have fewer children.
4. Educated society tends to be more open about lifestyle choices.
g. Are contraceptives available?
1. The desire to reduce family size will not be successful if contraceptives are not available.
2. Contraceptives also need to be socially acceptable.  Women & men have to agree to use.
3. Data indicate many people wish to limit family size throughout the world but cannot due to lack of contraceptive availability.
b. Traditional development techniques

1. Promoting development of low-income countries

2. Emphasizing large development projects

3. Where has the promotion of large development projects lead?

4. The debt crisis

5. The concentration of wealth

6. World Bank

Founded in 1944, the World Bank Group is one of the world's largest sources of development assistance. The Bank, which provided US$17.3 billion in loans to its client countries in fiscal year 2001, is now working in more than 100 developing economies, bringing a mix of finance & ideas to improve living standards & eliminate the worst forms of poverty. For each of its clients, the Bank works with government agencies, nongovernmental organizations, & the private sector to formulate assistance strategies. Its worldwide offices deliver the Bank's program in countries, liaised with government & civil society, & work to increase understanding of development issues.

The World Bank is owned by more than 180 member countries whose views & interests are represented by a Board of Governors & a Washington-based Board of Directors. Member countries are shareholders who carry ultimate decision-making power in the World Bank.

The Bank uses its financial resources, its highly trained staff, & its extensive knowledge base to individually help each developing country onto a path of stable, sustainable, and equitable growth. 













