COURSE SYLLABUS FOR ETHN 170
Pan African Studies

Prof. Boatamo Mosupyoe


Semester: Spring 2007

Office: 462D Amador Hall                                                          

Phone: (916) 278 4376






Email: mosupyob@csus.edu


Class:  DH 207




COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This interdisciplinary course examines political and economical institutional factors that affect the structure, evolution, and function of African Americans in United States and people of African descent in Africa and the Diaspora.  Through a comparative analysis students will be introduced to the diverse institutional, cultural, religious, and historical issues relating to the past and present life circumstances of African Americans and people of African descent.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the unique interdisciplinary perspectives taken by Ethnic Studies in its study of society and human behavior.

. Students will demonstrate their familiarity with how social science literature has examined African Americans and people of African descent throughout the ages.

. Students will be able to explain how race, class, and gender have shaped the experience of people of African descent in the US, Africa and the Diaspora

. Students will be able to identify significant aspects of the cultural, political, economic contributions and social experiences of the African Americans and other people of African descent.

. Students will develop an understanding of the concepts and issues of race, class, ethnicity, gender, institutional racism, internalized racism, etc. as they relate to African American Families and other people of African descent in the Africa and the Diaspora.

REQUIRED TEXTS:  

Tatum, D:  Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria”

Ramose M: African Philosophy through Ubuntu
Mosupyoe, B.Y.  Development of Thought in Africanism
hooks, b:  Where We Stand
Website: http://www.csus.edu/indiv/m/mosupyoeb/ 
VIDEOS:  I will be showing various videos in class and you will be required to watch some as groups.

HANDOUTS:

In addition to the required texts handouts from magazines and newspapers will be distributed.

Class Requirements:  

The class will constitute of lectures, online assignments, group assignments, discussions, guest lecturers and videos.  

Participation and Attendance:   This will constitute 20 points.  You are required to do the readings and participate in discussions.  You will also be expected to participate in group projects that will entail the presentation of assigned reading material and group online assignments.   You are expected to be present when your group presents.  You will not be given any points if you are absent during your group’s presentation.   I will throughout the semester provide you with specific articles to read and expect you to comment on the assigned readings.  Required Texts will also be used as part of the assigned reading projects.

Exams:  There will be one test.  The test will cover all the work that we would have covered at the time plus the assigned readings and readings from all the required books. 

Pop Quizzes :   I will give pop quizzes. The pop quizzes could be replaced with online assignments at my discretion.   These will be administered if I determine that you are not doing the readings. 
Online Assignment:  There will be a number of online assignments throughout the semester.  Make sure that you check my website for these assignments on a regular basis.
Book Review and Presentations:  You are required to choose for review a book that focuses on people of African descent.  I will, however, need to approve your alternative book choice. You will read the book and present your thoughts and ideas about the book to the class.  Your presentation should include what you feel are strengths and weaknesses about the book.  You should also critique the effectiveness of the author’s writing style and her/his contribution towards Pan African Thought/African American Family.  The presentation will be made in class.  You should be prepared to answer questions based on your presentation.  The final book review will be submitted as a three to five page paper.    The final book review paper must be typed, doubled spaced, with standard fonts and margins, footnotes/or endnotes and bibliography.  The fonts should not be larger than 12 points and margins should not be wider than 1 inch.   You should cite all your sources.  Papers without proper citations and bibliography will not be graded.  Late papers will be graded down 5 pts for each day it is late.  The oral presentation of the book review will constitute 15 points and the written review will constitute 25 points.

Plagiarism:  Do not plagiarize.  Your written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing might ultimately result in your expulsion from CSUC (www.csus.edu/admbus/umanual/UMP14150.htm). 

Grading System:

Online Assignments:  10%
Pop Quizzes 10%   (The pop quizzes could be replaced with online assignments at my discretion)  

Tests: 25%

Class Participation/Attendance: 20%

Book Review and Presentations: 35%
95-100 =A; 90-94 = A-; 86-89 = B+; 83-85 = B; 80-82 = B-; 76-79 =C+; 73-75 = C; 

70-72 = C; 66-69 = D+; 63-65 = D; 60-62= D; 59-0 = F.

How to Successfully Complete the Course:

1) Do the readings and attend the lectures. Attendance will be taken in each class. Two missed classes are excused if student contacts the professor via e-mail or phone before the class, explaining why he/she is unable to attend. Unexcused absences will result in a lower grade.

2) Respectfully participate in class discussions. Students should refrain from a variety of disrespectful behaviors ranging from talking out of turn, passing notes, sleeping, and conveying combative attitudes toward professor and classmates. The content of this course may conjure up strong emotions so we must all "agree to disagree." Positive classroom contributions will be noted and rewarded.

3) Do not plagiarize. Plagiarism occurs when a student misrepresents the work of another as his or her own. Plagiarism may consist of using the ideas, parts or the whole text of another (including other students' work) without appropriate acknowledgment. Any assignment found to be plagiarized will be given an "F" grade, and you may not be allowed to resubmit the assignment.

Plagiarism:  Do not plagiarize.  Your written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing might ultimately result in your expulsion from CSUC (www.csus.edu/admbus/umanual/UMP14150.htm). 

COURSE OUTLINE
Week One and Two

O1/30-02/06
Lecture and Discussions: 
Theoretical Framework and Identity
Introductions, Course Overview and lecture on basic concepts; race, ethnicity, identity, nation, and racial classification.

Readings:  

Tatum:  The Whole Book 
Mosupyoe and Ramose:  The Whole Book with emphasis on: Defending Whiteness, Protecting White Privilege in Post Civil Rights Society, I conquer therefore I am sovereign.
Peggy Mackintosh :  White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.  Read it online:  http://seamonkey.ed.asu.edu/~mcisaac/emc598ge/Unpacking.html 

Martin Luther King:  Letter from Birmingham Jail Read it on-line at: http://almaz.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html 
Week Two and Three

02/6-2/15

Topics:  African Self Determination: Response to Euro-Domination

Videos:  (Various)
Readings:
Tatum:  The Whole Book

Mosupyoe and Ramose:  The Whole Book with emphasis on Brown Versus Board of Education: Fifty Years Later, Towards the Black Renaissance, I Doubt therefore African Philosophy Exists 
Nelson Mandela: I am prepared to die.  Read it on-line http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/history/rivonia.html 

Assignment:  On Line Assignment/Pop Quiz 
Week Four and Five

02/20-03/01

Topics: Black Consciousness, Class, and Empowerment
Readings

hooks:  The Whole Book with emphasis on Coming to Class Consciousness, Class and Race, Class Matters.

Mosupyoe and Ramose: The Whole Book
Video: (Various)
Assignment:   Online Assignment
Week Six and Seven:

03/06-03/15
Topics:  The Role of Music in Identity and Self Determination. 
Resources:  Various Black Music Website, Soul
http://soulfege.com/ 
http://sweetmother.org/?q=user/381&PHPSESSID=aa84f0eb80c159c0b40c5c2a670059a0 
Videos: (Various) Amandla
Test:  Posted on website 03/15
Week Seven and Nine (Week Eight Recess)

03/20-04/5
Topics: Contributions by people of African descent 
Each of you should come prepared to discuss contributions of women and men of African Descent.  Contributions should include the 19th, 20th and 21st century  
Resources:  Library, Internet, and Videos.
Readings:

Ramose, The Whole Book

Mosegomi:  The Whole Book
Week Ten and Eleven

04/10-04/19

Topics: Women New Social Movements: The Civil Rights Movement 
Readings: 

Mosupyoe and Ramose, Chapters One
Mosegomi, the whole book

Videos: (Various)
April 12:  Mandatory Event
Week Twelve and Thirteen

04/24-05/01
Topics: Religious Beliefs and Patriarchy: Women Religious Movements, Race, Class and Gender:
Readings: 

Mosupyoe, Chapters 1-7
Week Fourteen and Fifteen

05/08-017
Book Review Presentations
Final

