COURSE SYLLABUS INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN’S MOVEMENTS
Prof. Boatamo Mosupyoe


Semester: Spring 2007
Office: 462D Amador Hall                                Office Hours:  TR: 9:30-1030 and 5-6pm TR
Phone: (916) 278 4376



Class Times: TR 10:30-11:45
Email: mosupyob@csus.edu


Room: DH 207
This course examines how women's involvement in a variety of late nineteenth and twentieth century social movements placed social activism at the center of political life and challenged existing notions of citizenship, in the USA, and some parts of Africa including South Africa.  We will discuss a variety of topics including, theoretical framework that shaped women’s views of identity, the saliency of gender in the organization of social inequality, Intersection of Race, Class and Gender, Abolitionism and Suffragism, the impact of religion on gender relations, and various women’s movements.  We will attempt to answer the following questions: What are the general conditions that activists are trying to change? How do experiences with sexism, racism, and poverty shape the type of activism individuals pursue? How adequately do these social movements address the diverse needs of women? How are feminist activists responding to current conditions?
Please Note: Although the course will focus on experiences of women in the US and some parts of Africa, experiences of women from other parts of the world will also be discussed 

General Education Learning Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the issues involved and arguments made in at least one of the following contemporary issue areas confronting U.S. society.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity that exists in human societies.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the contributions to human society of at least two of the following groups: women, ethnic religious, socio-economic, gays and lesbians, and persons with disabilities.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Cameron-Wedding, Institutions, ideologies and Individuals

Mosupyoe, Mediation of Patriarchy and Sexism 

Handouts:  All the handouts will be on Reserve and you can make your own copies

Online Readings

Class Requirements:  

The class will constitute of lectures, online assignments, group assignments, discussions, guest lecturers and videos.  

Participation and Attendance:   This will constitute 20 points.  You are required to do the readings and participate in discussions.  You will also be expected to participate in group projects that will entail the presentation of assigned reading material and group online assignments.   You are expected to be present when your group presents.  You will not be given any points if you are absent during your group’s presentation.   I will throughout the semester provide you with specific articles to read and expect you to comment on the assigned readings.  Required Texts will also be used as part of the assigned reading projects.

Exams:  There will be a total of two tests.  The first test will cover all the work that we would have covered at the time of the test and will be worth 25 points.  The final test will be comprehensive and will be worth 35 points.

Pop Quizzes :  The pop quizzes could be replaced with online assignments at my discretion.   These will be administered if I determine that you are not doing the readings.  
Online Assignment:  There will be a number of online assignments throughout the semester.  Make sure that you check my website for these assignments on a regular basis.

Plagiarism:  Do not plagiarize.  Your written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing might ultimately result in your expulsion from CSUC (www.csus.edu/admbus/umanual/UMP14150.htm). 

Grading System:

Online Assignments:  10%

Pop Quizzes  10%   (The pop quizzes could be replaced with online assignments at my discretion)  

Midterm Examination: 25%

Class Participation/Attendance: 20%

Final Examination: 35%--Take Home

95-100 =A; 90-94 = A-; 86-89 = B+; 83-85 = B; 80-82 = B-; 76-79 =C+; 73-75 = C; 

70-72 = C; 66-69 = D+; 63-65 = D; 60-62= D; 59-0 = F.

How to Successfully Complete the Course:

1) Do the readings and attend the lectures. Attendance will be taken in each class. Unexcused absences will result in a lower grade.

2) Respectfully participate in class discussions. Students should refrain from a variety of disrespectful behaviors ranging from talking out of turn, passing notes, sleeping, and conveying combative attitudes toward professor and classmates. The content of this course may conjure up strong emotions so we must all "agree to disagree." Positive classroom contributions will be noted and rewarded.

3) Do not plagiarize. Plagiarism occurs when a student misrepresents the work of another as his or her own. Plagiarism may consist of using the ideas, parts or the whole text of another (including other students' work) without appropriate acknowledgment. Any assignment found to be plagiarized will be given an "F" grade, and you may not be allowed to resubmit the assignment.

COURSE OUTLINE
Week One and Two

O1/30-02/06
Lecture and Discussions: 
Theoretical Framework and Identity
Introductions, Course Overview and lecture on basic concepts; race, ethnicity, identity, nation, patriarchy, sexism, internalized sexism, feminization of poverty.

Readings:  Cameron Wedding:  Chapter One, Peggy Mackintosh :  White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.  Read it online:  http://seamonkey.ed.asu.edu/~mcisaac/emc598ge/Unpacking.html J 30: Karl Mare, The Communist Manifesto. Read it on-line at: www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html#Bourgoise 
Week Two and Three

02/6-2/15

Topics: The Saliency of Gender in the Organization of Social Inequality and Techniques of Dominance, Prejudice and Discrimination.   

Videos:  (Various)
Readings:

Cameron Wedding: Chapter One

Mosupyoe, Pages 35-56
Handouts 

Berreman: The Saliency of Gender in the Organization of Social Inequality
Week Four and Five

02/20-03/01

Topics: The Intersection of Race, Class and Gender, 

Readings
Handouts: 

bell hooks: Feminism and Class Power and Class and Race  

Mosupyoe: The Intersection of Race Class and Gender

Video: (Various)
Assignment:   Online Assignment
Week Six and Seven:

03/06-03/15
Topics:  Abolitionism and Suffragism
Readings:
Handouts:
Angela Davis, Women, Race, and Class, pp.30-148
Ain’t I a Woman Read it on-line at: http://www.womenwriters.net/domesticgoddess/truth.htm 

http://www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/genwom/sojour.htm 
First Test:  Posted on website 03/15
Week Seven and Nine (Week Eight Recess)

03/20-04/5
Topics: The New Social Movements of the 1960’s and 1970’s: The Civil Rights Movement
Readings: 
Cameron Wedding: Chapter 2

Martin Luther King:  Letter from Birmingham Jail Read it on-line at:

http://almaz.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html 
Handouts: 
Asian American and the Debate about Affirmative Action, US Attitudes towards Women of Asian Ancestry, Colonialism and Disempowerment
Videos: Chinese Experience series and South East Asian Experience.

Week Ten and Eleven

04/10-04/19

Topics: The New Social Movements of the 1960’s and 1970’s: The Civil Rights Movement 
Readings: 

Mosupyoe, Chapters 3-6

Handout:
Beyond Entertainment Value, What it means to be an Asian Indian Woman, Chicanas and Transformation Resistance

Videos: The Chicano Series and Hispanic American series.
April 12:  Evening Event: Attend for Extra Credit
Week Twelve and Thirteen

04/24-05/01
Topics: Religious Beliefs and Patriarchy: Women Religious Movements
Readings: 

Mosupyoe, Chapters 1-7
Week Fourteen and Fifteen
05/08-017
Topic: Race, Class and Gender:
Readings: 

Cameron Wedding: The Whole Book
Mosupyoe: The Whole Book
Final

