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Course: Ethnic Studies 070 (Area D2) 


Title: Introduction to Pan African Studies

Prof. Boatamo Mosupyoe




Semester: Fall:  2006
Office: 562A Amador Hall                                              Class Time: TR 9:00 am – 10:30am;

12noon – 1:30pm
Phone: (916) 278 4376




Office Hours: TR 12-1:25
Email: mosupyob@csus.edu



Room: Amador Hall 
Course Description:  This course will explore the ideas, concepts, cultural, economic, religious and political movements associated with the phenomenon of Pan African Thought.  The course will further examine the role of race, class and gender in the development of Pan Africanism.  The diversity of Pan African thought within and among different Pan African Communities, and how that diversity continues to affect the process of globalization will also be explored.   The focus will be on themes linking people of Africa and African Heritage in the United States, and Latin America.  Towards this end, students will gain insight into the origin and evolution of the international movement for African unity and liberation that were prompted by western religion slavery, racism, imperialism, wars and social contradictions.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

. Demonstrate an understanding of how the Pan African experience constitutes a specific ideology and explain how that ideology interacts with other ideologies within the United States and throughout the world

. Demonstrate an understanding of the contemporary issues and arguments concerning the role of race, class, music, and gender in Pan African Thought

. Demonstrate an understanding of the diversity (cultural, economic, religious, and political) within and among different Pan African communities and explain how that diversity impacts the process of globalization.

. Demonstrate an understanding of how specific political, religious and cultural methodologies and ideologies develop from Pan African Experience and Pan African Thought

. Demonstrate an understanding of the development of gender movements within the Pan African Thought.

. Demonstrate an understanding of the differences in political, economic, and social needs, interests, goals, and methodology between Pan African groups throughout the world.

REQUIRED TEXTS:  

S. Biko edited by Aelred Stubbs, I Write What I Like, University of Chicago Press

B. Mosupyoe and M.B Ramose,  Development of Thought in Pan Africanism
Boatamo Mosupyoe, Mediation of Patriarchy and Sexism by Women in South Africa

Videos:  The Road to Brown, Amandla, Biko, Mandela, Malcolm X, King, Voice of African American Women, Du Bois, Fredrick Douglas, Sojourner Truth.  (Some of the videos will be shown in class, others you will view on your own as homework)

Suggested Books for Review: One of the Following Books

Angela Davis-Angela Davis Biography
bell hooks: Talking Back, Thinking Feminist, Thinking Black

Herbert Klein, African Slavery in Latin America 

P.P. Sarduy and J. Stubbs, Afro-Cuban Voices

K. Ture, Ready for Revolution
OTHER READING MATERIALS/HANDOUT
J.K. Nyerere, Ujamaa-The Basis of African Socialism

M.L. King Junior, Letter from Birmingham Jail

N. R. Mandela, I am Prepared to Die

Class Requirements:  

The class will constitute of lectures, discussions, guest lecturers and videos.  

Participation and Attendance:   This will constitute 20 points.  You are required to do the readings and participate in discussions.  You will also be expected to participate in group projects that will entail the presentation of assigned reading material.  You are expected to be present when your group presents.  You will not be given any points if you are absent during your group’s presentation.   I will throughout the semester provide you with specific articles to read and expect you to comment on the assigned readings.  Required Texts will also be used as part of the assigned reading projects.

Test::  There will be one exam worth 30 points. 
Book Review and Writing Assignment:  You are required to choose for review one book from a list of “suggested books for review”.  You will read the book and present your thoughts and ideas about the book to the class.  Your presentation should include what you feel are strengths and weaknesses about the book.  You should also critique the effectiveness of the author’s writing style and her/his contribution towards Pan African Thought.   Although I have provided you with a list of books from which to choose from, I am open to any suggestion of a different book you might wish to review.  I will, however, need to approve your alternative book choice.  The presentation will be made in class.  You should be prepared to answer questions based on your presentation.  The final book review will be submitted as a three to five page paper.    The final book review paper must be typed, doubled spaced, with standard fonts and margins, footnotes/or endnotes and bibliography.  The fonts should not be larger than 12 points and margins should not be wider than 1 inch.   You should cite all your sources.  Papers without proper citations and bibliography will not be graded.  Late papers will be graded down 5 pts for each day it is late.  The oral presentation of the book review will constitute 15 points and the written review will constitute 25 points.

Plagiarism:  Do not plagiarize.  Your written work should be your own.  Plagiarizing might ultimately result in your expulsion from CSUC (www.csus.edu/admbus/umanual/UMP14150.htm). 

Grading System:

Writing Assignments/Book Review:  35%

Oral Presentation of Book Review: 15%

Midterm Examination: 30%

Class Participation/Attendance: 20%

95-100 =A; 90-94 = A-; 86-89 = B+; 83-85 = B; 80-82 = B-; 76-79 =C+; 73-75 = C; 

70-72 = C; 66-69 = D+; 63-65 = D; 60-62= D; 59-0 = F.

WEEKLY COURSE OUTLINE

Week One 
Introductions:  Course Overview and lecture on Pre-Colonial African Culture and Thought.

Week Two
Pre-Colonial Africa and European Contact, Videos—Wonders of the African World Part One and Two

Week Three and Four
Topics:

Pan Africanism in Africa:  Ghana, South Africa, NEPAD, African Union, etc. 

Readings: 

a) Biko (The whole book), 

b) M.B. Ramose, An African Perspective on justice and race,  

c) J.K. Nyerere, Ujamaa-The Basis of African Socialism, 

d) M.L. King Junior, Letter from Birmingham Jail, 

e) N. R. Mandela, I am Prepared to Die 

Videos:  Excerpts from Cry Freedom, Children of Apartheid 

Week Five and Six
Topics:

Manchester Congress and Organization of African Unity, African Unity, Reparations.  

Readings:

a)   Mosupyoe and Ramose, Chapter Four and Five

Week Seven and Eight

Topic:

The Origin of Pan African Ideas, From Idea to Movement, The Role of Churches and Women, and Abyssinian Congress

Readings:

a) Mosupyoe and Ramose, Chapter One, Two and Three

b) Mosupyoe, Chapters One, Five, Six and Seven

Week Nine and Ten

Topic

The Pan African Movement in the United States

Readings:

a)   Mosupyoe and Ramose, Six and Seven

Videos:   Black is Black Ain’t, Videos on the Black Power Movement, Martin Luther King, and Malcolm X

Test  November 4
Week Eleven and Twelve
Topics:

Pan Africanism in Latin America, The Role of Class and Gender, Ethiopian and Zionist Churches in Pan Africanism. 

Readings:

a) Ramose, Chapter Ten and Eleven

b) Mosupyoe Chapter Four

Week Thirteen and Fourteen
Topic:

The Role of Music in the development of Pan Africanism, 

Videos: Amandla, Hip-Hop as an Expression of Liberation

Week Fourteen  and Fifteen
Presentations on Book Reviews

FINALS

