Topic Guide 2: The Nature of Science
Please go to this url: http://evolution.berkeley.edu/evolibrary/article/0_0_0/nature_01
Read through all of the web pages –click on the ‘Next’ button in the lower right hand corner of each page.

1. Answer the following questions.

	What is the primary thing that science relies on (one of the fundamentals of science, or the basic stuff of science)?
	Why can’t we study elves or gnomes with science?

	
	


2. Go to this website: http://www.slideshare.net/mrmularella/observations-vs-inferences.

Use the buttons at the bottom of the slide show to advance to slide #7 (the heading of this slide is “Inference.”  Read about inference on this slide and look at the examples given on the next three slides.  To see if you understand inference, infer an explanation for the observation on the last slide of this slideshow (slide #10)

	One explanation for the observation on slide 10

	


Return to the Berkeley website about the nature of science, you should be at this url now: http://evolution.berkeley.edu/evolibrary/article/0_0_0/nature_05.  Continue to read through the pages to the end by clicking on the ‘Next’ button.

	3. What happens to scientific explanations that don’t fit the evidence?

	


	4. To a scientist, is a theory a hunch that they have about something?  If not, then what is a scientific theory?

	


	5. Once a scientist comes up with an explanation about something they observed, is that explanation set in stone (permanent and unchanging)?

	


