Topic Guide 1: What Causes a Natural Disaster?

Please go to this url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7fbfZxoWlY to view a TEDx talk given by Rohini Swaminathan in February 2016.  Answer the following questions
	1. What natural disaster shaped Rohini’s career path?

	Hazard type
	Location
	Year
	Number of people killed

	
	
	
	

	One reason she gives for why so many people died during this disaster:
	


2. Rohini says that there is nothing natural about disasters. 
	List some human factors she mentions that can cause disaster during a natural hazard
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Sources: EM-DAT International Disaster Database; and authors’ calculations.





The chart to the right displays the effect of wealth on natural disassters.  This bar graph shows the percent of the population affected by a natural disaster  for low, middle, and high income countries by decade from 1960 until 2012.  Effects on the population include deaths, injuries, and porperty loss. The high income countries are industrialized and developed economies (like the U.S., Europe, and Japan) and the low and middle income nations have developing economies. 

	3. Based on this graph, what can you conclude about the impact of natural hazards on the people in developed (high income) versus developing (low to middle income) nations?

	


4.
Go to the URL for this graph: http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2014/03/laframboise.htm, and scroll down to the section with the heading The poor more at risk.  You need only read the five paragraphs in that section in order to complete the chart below: 
	3 reasons that advanced economies are less vulnerable to natural disasters
	Discuss the difference between the cost of natural disasters in developed versus developing countries
	2 traits that the people most vulnerable to natural disasters have in common (no matter what their country’s income level is) 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5.
Read the short 2005 Time Magazine article, Natural Disasters by Bryan Walsh (download on SacCT), then fill out the chart below:

	What is one explanation for why so many more people died due to natural hazards from 1995-2004 compared to the previous decade?
	If natural hazards cannot be prevented, then what can people do to prevent future disasters?  Give one example.

	
	


Consider how government affects natural disasters by reading Disaster Politics: Why Natural Disasters Rock Democracies Less, an article written in 2010 for the on-line magazine, Foreign Affairs, at this url: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2010-07-15/disaster-politics
6.  Compare the 2010 Haitian and Chilean earthquakes in the chart below:

	Haiti Quake – Jan 2010
	Chile Quake – Feb 2010

	Quake Magnitude
	Number of Deaths
	Quake Magnitude
	Number of Deaths

	
	
	
	

	Haiti’s actions related to government
	Chile’s actions related to government

	
	


Finish reading this article; I plan to ask questions from it on your first homework assignment.
Image taken from Man versus Mother Nature published by the International Monetary Fund at: http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2014/03/laframboise.htm








