Biology 121 – Molecular Cell Biology
Spring 2012
Hao Nguyen

Office:  Humboldt 211D
Office Phone:  (916) 278-6569

E-mail:  hao.nguyen@csus.edu
Office hours:  MW 10:30 – 12:00 (or by appointment)

Website:  http://www.csus.edu/indiv/n/nguyenh/
Text:


Molecular Biology of The Cell.  Alberts et al., 5th edition, 2008.

Course Description:
BIO 121.  Molecular Cell Biology (3 units).  Comparison of the cellular and molecular biology of prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells. Emphasis will be placed on membrane structures, transport phenomena, cell to cell communication, cellular reproduction, genetic architecture, gene expression and metabolism, as well as the eukaryotic endomembrane, cytoskeleton and extracellular matrix systems. Lecture three hours.  Prerequisite:  BIO 1 and BIO 2.  Graded Student.
Grading:
The final grade is dependent on the performance of five 75-minute exams (100 points each) and one comprehensive final exam (150 points); giving a total of 650 points.  The format for each exam is multiple choice, short answer, and/or fill-in-the-blank.
 Grading Scale:
Letter grades are given according to the following scale:





A   = 94 – 100 %

A- = 90 – 93.9 %



B+ = 87 – 89.9

B   = 84 – 86.9

B- = 80 – 83.9


C+ = 77 – 79.9

C   = 74 – 76.9

C- = 70 – 73.9


D+ = 67 – 69.9

D   = 64 – 66.9

D- = 60 – 63.9


F    =   0 – 59.9
NOTE:
NO extra credit.  NO bonus.  NO curve.  NO begging... ALL GRADES ARE FINAL. 
Make-up exams:
No make-up exam will be given, except in case of health-related EMERGENCIES.  Please, notify me as soon as possible in these instances.  In cases of health-related issue, you will be asked to take the exam(s) earlier (not later) if circumstance allows.  You will be asked to provide proof.
Testing Center:
To be allowed to take your exams at the testing center, you must:


1.
Show proof or reason for using the testing center.

2.
Fill out ONE form for the testing center and turn it in to me no earlier than one week and no later 
than two days before each scheduled exam indicated in the syllabus.

3.
I only want one form at a time.  I will NOT take multiple forms or fill out a form for you.

4.
You will not be able to use the testing center if you fail to adhere to the above rules.
Attendance:
Lecture:
Attendance is optional (except when exams are given), but very, very highly recommended.  

Add/Drop Policy:

Cannot add after the end of the second week of classes.  Cannot drop after the sixth week.

Policy on Dishonesty:
An automatic grade of “F” for the exam and possibly the entire course will be given to anyone who cheats on any exam.  If I catch you cheating, if I hear about your cheating, if I suspect that you cheat, YOU WILL EARN a failing grade.  

CHEATING includes but is not limited to:

1.  Communication between students during an exam.

2.  Looking at another student's work.

3.  Having written materials out during the exam.

4.  Providing answers to another student during exams.
Classroom Conduct:
1.
Please, be courteous to everyone in your class... yes, that includes the person sitting next to you.

2. Turn OFF all cell phones, pagers, and watch alarms.

3. No disruptive behavior during lecture such as talking, popping gum, dancing, etc.
4. I WILL NOT TOLERATE DISRESPECT.  Be respectful to everyone in the class; yes, including me.

5. Did I say NO DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR?  NO DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR.
6. Misconduct will result in your being removed from the class and receiving an "F" for the course.
