Biology 121 – Cell Physiology Laboratory

Fall 2009
Hao Nguyen

Office:  Humboldt 211D

Office Phone:  (916) 278-6569

E-mail:  hao.nguyen@csus.edu
Office hours:  T,Th  9:00 – 10:20 (or by appointment)

Website:  http://www.csus.edu/indiv/n/nguyenh/
Text:  (Download)
Cell Physiology Laboratory.  Landerholm et al., Department of Biological Sciences, 2004.

Course Description:
Bio 121  Cell Physiology  (3 units).  A current description of eukaryotic cell function.  Emphasis will be placed on the cytoskeleton (including muscle), membrane systems, membrane receptors, and transport phenomena.  Laboratories will include group projects.  Lecture two hours; laboratory three hours.  Fee course.  Prerequisite:  BIO 10, BIO 11, and BIO 12 (or both BIO 1 and BIO 2), and CHEM 161; CHEM 161 may be taken concurrently.
Grading:
There is one combined grade earned for both the lecture and laboratory sections.  Final Grade is dependent on the performance of three lecture hour-exams (100 points each), one lecture comprehensive final exam (100 points), and one total grade earned in lab (100 points).  The format for each exam is essay and/or short answer.  Grading method for the lab section is as follows:

Project Proposal = 40



Presentation Question & Answer = 10
Presentation and Final Paper = 30

In-lab Abstract = 10
Notebook and Participation = 10



NOTE:
NO extra credit.  NO bonus.  NO curve.  NO begging... All grades are final.  

Make-up Poster
No make-up poster presentation, except in case of health-related EMERGENCIES.  Please,

Presentation:
notify me as soon as possible in this instance.  In cases of health-related issue, you will be asked to take an exam(s) instead of the presentation earlier (not later) if circumstance allows.  The date, time, and place will be determined by me.

Attendance:


Attendance is mandatory for the laboratory section and be on time.  Five points (out of the 




possible 100) will be deducted from the final lab grade for every lab meeting missed.  Two 




points (out of the possible 100) will be deducted from the final lab grade for every tardiness.

Add/Drop Policy:
Cannot add after the end of the second week of classes.  Cannot drop after the sixth week.

Policy on Dishonesty:
An automatic grade of “F” for the lab grade and possibly the entire course will be given to anyone who cheats on any exam.  If I catch you cheating, if I hear about your cheating, if I suspect that you cheat, YOU WILL EARN a failing grade.  CHEATING constitutes:

a. submitting a presentation that was not produced by you or your group

b. copying from and/or look at someone else’s work during the writing of the in-lab abstract

c. submitting a project proposal that was not produced by you
d. submitting a final poster and paper that was not produced by you
Classroom Conduct:
1.
Please, be courteous to everyone in your class... yes, that includes the person 



sitting next to you.

2. Turn off all cell phones, pagers, and watch alarms.

3. No disruptive behaviors during lecture such as talking, popping gum, dancing, etc.
