NSM 021 - Freshman Seminar
Fall 2006
Hao Nguyen

Office:  Humboldt 211D

Office Phone:  (916) 278-6569

E-mail:  hao.nguyen@csus.edu
Office hours:  T,Th  9:00 – 10:20 (or by appointment)

Website:  http://www.csus.edu/indiv/n/nguyenh/
Text:
Lecture:
Foundations:  A Reader for New College Students.  Gordon and Minnick, 2nd edition, 2004.
Course Description:
NSM 021  (3 units).  Freshman Seminar:  Becoming an Educated Person.  Introduction to the nature and possible meanings of higher education and the functions and resources of the university. Designed to help students develop academic success strategies and improve academic skills. Students will interact with fellow students to build a community of academic and personal support.  Introduces science and math as academic disciplines by requiring students to interpret scientific literature.

Course Objectives:
(
Be included in a community of support


Develop an understanding of the process and goals of higher education

(
Learn strategies to become academically successful in college
(
Develop and improve learning and study skills
(
Learn strategies to develop a relationship with professors/instructors and peer
(
Receive academic and career advising
Grading:
Final Grade is dependent on attendance, class participation, and submission of assignments.

NOTE:
NO curve.  NO begging... All grades are final.  

Grading Scale:
Letter grades are given according to the following scale:





A   = 94 – 100 %
A- = 90 – 93.9 %



B+ = 87 – 89.9

B   = 84 – 86.9

B- = 80 – 83.9


C+ = 77 – 79.9

C   = 74 – 76.9

C- = 70 – 73.9


D+ = 67 – 69.9

D   = 64 – 66.9

D- = 60 – 63.9


F    =   0 – 59.9

Emergencies:
In cases of health-related issue, contact me as soon as you can.  Make-up assignment(s) will be imposed, if necessary.
Attendance:


Attendance is mandatory.  Have to be on time.  Cannot leave class early.  Two points will be 


deducted from the final grade for every meeting missed.  One point will be deducted from the 


final grade for tardiness or early exit [from a class period].
Add/Drop Policy:
Cannot add after the end of the second week of classes.  Cannot drop after the sixth week.

Policy on Dishonesty:
An automatic grade of “F” for the exam and/or assignment and possibly the entire course will be given to anyone who cheats.  If I catch you cheating, if I hear about your cheating, if I suspect that you cheat, YOU WILL EARN A FAILING GRADE.  CHEATING constitutes:

a. receiving answers (in any form) from another person or source (other than your own brain power, of course) during an exam and/or while working on an assignment
b. giving answers to another person during an exam and/or while working on an assignment
Classroom Conduct:
1.
Please, be courteous to everyone in your class.
2. Turn off all cell phones, pagers, and watch alarms.

3. No disruptive behaviors during lecture such as talking, popping gum, dancing, etc.
